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1 
List or VernacoLaR NREwSFAT RRS. 
(Corrected up to the 10th August 7919.) 
8 — 
— : ™ — — —— - — 
No, Name of Publleation. Where published, Edition. 2 Name, caste and age of Editor. roulat ion. 
1 
3 
4 — 
BTS AII. 
6 1 “Bangeratna” . Krishnager .,, . Weekly. „ | Kanai Lal Das; Hindu, Karmokar; age 8 years.  .. 1,600 
4 | 
’ % Bangevasi ’’ „ | Calontta „ wt a „„ Lal Sarkar, Kayastl. 55 ari M : 
s | 2 Kl Ji. Brabmin, age 43 83 2 Aten — 121 — N 
' „% Bankura Darpan | Bankura 8 @ Do. „ Rama Nath Mukherji, v.. M. 8., Brahmin, 31 years 
: a Viswanath Mukhar B. L., Brah min, — «0 years. - 
8 | 
0 4 | Barisal Hitaishi | Barisal „Do. „ | Durga Mohan Sen, Baidya, age 85 years. see 
„ Banga Janani ” Rangpur (Bhotmari)| Do. ... „ | 8aei Mohan Adhikari, Baidya, age 37 years ae oe . f 
6 | ** Basumati ”’ ) eee | Osleutta „ Do. „» Sureschandra Sama jpati; Hari Pada Adhikhari, 4111 to 5 
b years ; Mani Lal Ren age 36 — 188 — 4 
7 | “ Birbhum Hitaishi”| Bolepur (Birbhum)| DO. Dibaker Banerji; Hindu, Brahmin ; age 43 years ..  ... * f 
0 g | “Birbhum Varta ., | Suri ( Do, ) Do.. Debendra Nath Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 88 years — 960 : | 
9 || “ Birbhum Vasi” ... | Rampurhat (Do.) Do. sc oo» | Nil Ratan Mokherji, B. A., Brahmin, age 44 years „ „ 250 ai 


10 || “ Biswadut” „ | Howrah ~— ow Do. iw ene 15 Nath Pal Chaudhuri; Hindu, Kayastha t age 36 1,600 


| 114 
Burdwan Sanjivani’| Burd wan Do... | Probodhananda Sarkar, B. E, Kayastha, age 3} years ene 500 aif 


RE a Chabbis | Pargane Bhowanipore...  .. Do. „ „ Hem Chandra Nag, Kayastha,age89 years 4: cs ov 500 to 700 | 11 


18 | “ Obarumihir’ „ | Mymensingh... ... Do... „ Baikuntha Nath Sen, B.., Kayastha, age 42 years 4. = sw 1,103 


wi 2 Varata- Chinsurs eee eee Do. % eee Dinanath Mukherji, Brahmin, age 46 years 90 eee eee 90 8 | ; . 


* Dainik Chandrika” | Calcutta „ „ Daily, except on] Hari Das Dutt and Kshetra Nath Sen oo * 6,000 | a 


16 * Dacca Gasette „ | Dacca „ „Weekly .. „ | Satya Bhusan Dott Roy, Baidya, age 46 years „ „ 8@ 


17 | “Dacca Prakas” „ Do. 6 we „„ | Mukhunda Behari Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 43 years... 10 1 
1 Dhrube Tere” . Mymensingh... , Do. — — HI 
19 | “Bauention Gasette”” | Chinsara = | Do, = | Pandit Nibaran Chandra Bhattacharjee, Brahmin, age 66 | % ö | 1 
“Paridpur Hitaishinl',] Taridput , . | Fortnightly. | Rej Mohan Mazumdar, Baidys, age about 73 rt. 4⁰⁰ 
“Gaud Dut - „ Mads. . „ Weekly ... . Krishna Chandra Ararwallss 23 * 
33 | “Hindu Ranjika”...| Rejshahi . . Do. Annaddin Sarkar, Muhammadan, Printer, age él years ... : 196 
“Hindusthan” , Galoutta =. „ DO.. one HAri Dus Dutt cco ce oo tase te «„ 1,600 
“Hitavadi” .. . „o. . Dos 1» a | Anuknl Ohandya Marbert pnd Sakharam Ganesh Denshker | 20,000 to 30,000 f 
„Hita varta“) „ , Ohittagong ., „ Do. we | * — f 


Maulvi Nasimuddin Ahmad, Musalman, age about 35 years 700 ‘| a 


6 - Islam Rabi 8 eee | Mymensingh 900 eee Do. eee ove : 

B 
// ˙ x ˙ c — About 806, f 
28 | “ Jasohar ” on Jessore „ „Il Do. unde Mohan Chandburi; Hindu, Kayastha — — we | 


29 |“ Jyoti” wm a | OBittagong .. „ Do. . «| Kali Sankar Ohakravati, Brahmin, age rr... 1.00 809,000 
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Where published. 


— 


Name, caste and age of Editor. 


Ceecee 


No. | Name of Publication. Edition. Circulation, 
7 : . ö 0 5 : — 
BIYGALI- conclid. | | 
31 „ Kasipore Nibasi” ...| Barisal „ „ on oe Pratap Chandra Mukherji; Brahmin : age 68 SONS us les 509 
92 * 1 * „ | Khuina 1. Do. „ Gopal Chandra Mukherji; Hindu, Brahmin, age 81 sail $50 
„% Malda Samachar” | Maida VVV „Kali Prassanna Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 42 years 440 
4s las se | Purulis as a a 8 | Bugala Charan Ghosh; Hindu, Kayastha ; age 4) 7ears 15000 10 
„Midnapore Hitaishi'' Mid uapore .. Do. — Manmatha Nath Nag, Kayastha, age 35 years 8 800 
20 |**Medint Bendbab” | Ditto. Do. . Deb Dus Karan; Hindu. Sadgop : age 4 rere - 452 
87 | ‘* Mahamaya ” «| Chinsura cw Do. - a. | Hem Sasi Som, Kayastha, age 67 years er 150 
„ Moslem Hitaishi ., Calcutta 5 Do. iat Shaik Abdur Rahim and Mozummul Haque eee — nen wee 4,000 to 5, oc 
‘“Mubammadi” . Ditto „ „ ave M ee Musalman, age * years, and 2.000 
40 es Hi. | Sa idabad 4 Do. ee Banwari Lal Goswami ; Hindu, Brahmin ; age 46 years 200 
taishi.“ 
41 |“ Nayak ” ... „Calcutta a | «ey 4 Birendra Chandra Ghosh and Panchkari Banerjee ... swe} 1,500 to 3,000 
43 * Navavenga ” Chandpur 5 . Weekly .. .. Harendra Kisore Ray, Kayastha,age 25 verre. 502 
„Noakhall Sammilani”| Noakh ali. . Do. — Sasi on Das, Kayastha r. we oe 200 
OMe  , | Cental ween . | Madhu Sudan Jana, Brahmo, age 43 years. 30 
„ Pollivarta ” „ | Bongong * Do. — Charu Chandra Ray; Hindu, Kayastha ; age 38 years — 5.0 
% pallivasi“ Kalna ae Do. „ | Sasi Bhushan Banerji, age 47 years V $00 
47 | “ Pabna Hitaishi ”’ Pabna so oo | DO. oes Busanta Kumar Vilyavinode, Bhattacharyya, Brehmin, ae 
age 36 years, 
48 |“ Praja Bandhu” ... | Tippera 455 , | Fortnighfly ... | Munshi Muhammad Ali Mau, Musalman, age 53 years 200 
49 | * Prasun ”’ ». | Katwa „ „Weekly. .. Purna Chandra Chatterji, Brahmin age 47 years, and Benku 618 
Behary Ghose, Goala, age 41 years. 
60 | ** Pratikar ” „ | Berhampur ew. Do. . eo | Kamakshya Prasad Ganguly, Brahmin, age 64 years von 505 
61 [„ Purulia Darpan ., Purulia et a a „„ | Amulya Ratan Chatterji, Brahmin, age 41 years About 700 
62 “ Rajeakti’® ... Do. re oo «+ | Bagala Charan Ghosh, Kayastha, age 61 yearé „ Ne 110 
63 * Ratnaker”’ «> | Asansol „ L. DO, = we so | Satya Kinkar Banerji, Brahmin, age 26 years. eve 500 
64 | Rangpur Durpan n Rungpur (Bhotmari) | Do. * Braja Nath Basak ; Hindu, Tanti ; age 58 years „ 200 
65 „ Rang pur Dikprakas Ditto dito „ Do. „Hara Sarkar Msitra, Brahmin, age 66 years 1 300 
86 | “Samay” „ Calcutta coe Do. „ | Snanendra Nath Das, M. A., B. L., Brahmo, age 58 years 500 to 800 
87 | **Banjaya™ „ cee Paridpur “a: ee ee „„ | Rama Nath Ghosh, Kayastha, age about 88 years 5 500 
58 | '*Banjivuni’ .. , Calout:a . oe ws —— ae pat Nei IA ; Bibnath u. es 
0 Modern Review,” etc.; K. K. Mitter. 6 * * 
59 | Sansod hin“ Chittagong ... , Do. — | Kashi Chandra Das Gupta, Brahmo, age 60 years we 
60 | “Suhrid” ......| Perojpur we „ | PORtnightly .. Ram Chandra Pal, Kayastha „ 0 Se 200. 
61 | * Sabarnabanik’’ ie „Weekly 3 8 
02 “eAnenda . Ditto „ „ e Brahmin, age 89 years, an 2.300 
63 1 * Siksha Samachar " | Dacca „ ',«,'ne | ae ee e+ | Abinas Chan ra Gupta, M. A., B.L, Baidya, age & year... a 
64 |“ e Ad- Calcutts NR 0 3 — 
65 | Tippera Guide” ... Comilla 3 os — 
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Name of Publication, | Where published. Name, caste and age of Iditor. 2 | Ctroulation. 
| a | x “hee | 4 
‘ | 1 
BrraaLi-—conold. 
ee | Tipper Mitesh” | ippera =... uu | Weekly . . | -Kamaniys Kemnat Stiigtia, Brahino, age 23 vento tte 700 
67 Varese wm | Bemaghat .. wi Do, wo ce | Girifa Math Mukherji; Hindu, Bram, age 41 yoate 300 to 600 
| 
7 * 1 . , e. Bs ile > bee 18 Ken 
es | ‘'Viswavarta”  ... | Dacca 3 oe a —_ Chandra Gupta, M. ., 3.%.; Hindu, Baidya, age 1,000 
* 
LU . 
69 | “ Bajrangi Samachar”) Jamore (Gar) | | 3 g 7 
| “* Bharat Mitra’ ... | Calcutta mae Weekly * ee. | ambika Prasad Bajpayi - os we | Adout 4,000 
„ Dainik Bharat Do. oe ose ‘Amides Prasad i, Brahmin, age 48; (2), 

1 Mitra“ | 7 = — es. » age (2) $00 
72 | “ Bihar Bandhu ... | Patna „ oe | Weekly ... al ‘Mahabir Pateaa Benin ~~... VVV 400 : 
’ 
73 | *“ Biherev”’ eo | Bankipore .. „ ee Abbenri Basudeo Narayan Singh and Purushottam Parsad 700 a 
rina. 
) i 

74 | har Bandbu” ... | Banchi „ „ | FOrtnightly . | Rev. Dr. A. Nottrott HHH 1,250 


76 * Hindi Bangavasi”’ | Calcutta os » | Weekly w + | Hari Krishna Joahar, Khetri, ageS6years .. „ se 1,600 : 
76 | ** Hitavarta’’ oes Do. 6 Do. =... «ee | Babu Rao Paradkar ; Mahratta, Brahmin ; age 80 years 8,000 to 4,000 | 
77 Lakshmi“ oo. | Gaya oo cc | Monthly w + | Mahadeo Parsad, age ds years CFC 200 | | 
78 * Marwari’ ., Calcutta oe «om | Weekly .. . | R. K. Tebrisalla; Hindu, Agarwalla; age 4! years... —... 500 ö 
%Narad . Chapra we ote | Dally wee . — | — | 
80 | Marad” uo ane Do. „„ „Week. —..— 9 ö 
si „h- . Bankipore. Do.. | Pandit Sakal Narayan Pandey Kevyatirtha, Brahmin... 200 | 
% Mithila Mibir” ., Darbhanga .. /{ Do.. . Pandit Joganand Kumar  ... ss se = „ 600 | 
63 | “Teli Samachar”’...| Bar ooo „„ Lonthy .. — 1 | 
8 | * Tirhut Semacher * | Muzaffarpur .. ...| Weekly ... , | Sangeswar Prasad Sarma, Brahmin ee ee 400 
Un. 
1% Al Punch oe | Bankipore oes Do... „ | Syed Ahsan, Muhammadan, age 40 years Sa 500 
eg | Darul Hokomat” | Caleutta ow» ww Weekly and bi. | Hats Bux Ban. Mabammaden, age 42 yeart = =m 1,000 
87 “ Durbar Gazette ., Do. „ ove | Daily sce „ Nawab Ali, Muhammadan 5 HPV 1,000 
88 | “Star of India” ... 10 „„ „ ote | Weekly ... «© | Muhammad Zahurul Haque, Mubammadan, age Gl years ... 687 
PERSIA. : 
89 | * Hablul Matin „ Oaloutta „ „Weekly and daily | Syed Jelaluddin, Shiah Muhammadan, age 61 years — 1,000 
Urra. 


“Garjatbasini” ] Talchar State Wen. . | Bhagirathi Misra, Brahmin, age n e li Oris. 


91 23 Hital- | Denghar ws | Do. ‘se we {Dina Bandhu Gornayak, Chasa, age 87 years we... Do. 


93 | “*Seamvad Vaheka™ | Balasore „ „% Do. oe | Kasinath Panda, Brahmin, age 87 years ee 400 
4 N 

93 Urs and Navar| Balasore «| Do. „ Ram Tarak sen: Hindu, Tamli age 80 re 450 
samvad, 

94 - Utkal Varta 1 ore Calcutta — f Do. 600 eee Hrisikesh Pandey Kavis®} * „ ee * — — 500 


95 * Utkal Dipika af vee Cattack oo 600 Do. oon ees Goari Sankar Ray — — — ee — 0 eee 1,200 


— eee 


— 
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Additions to, and alterations tn, the list of Vernacular Newspapers as ti stood on the 10th 


August 1912. 85 
No. Name of Publication. Where published. | Edition. | Name, caste and age of Editor. | Oiroulation. 
— —— — h no 
1 |Chandravanshiya Reweni Dinapore „Monthly 3 rere 8 of t 
Hitkari. aay ( for 
; 2 Al Modabbir aes eee Patna coe Weekly eee eee eee sebses 
oF 8 | Al-Hilal an . | Caloutta we} De. „ | Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Muham. ' 1,000 wou 
„ madan by caste, aged about 27 years. | 
7 ö 4 Suraj eee - | Pabna 900 Do. 8 * . the 
hg 6 | Bihar Patrika . | Chapra ove | Do. see 100 s00 . a6 
14 . J a Kay 
; 0 re acq' 
i ö No. 73— “ The Biharee has ceased to exist. hav 
ie. No. 76—“ The Hitavarta has ceased to exist. that 
(3 No. 37—" The Mahamaya has ceased to exist. her 
| and 
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Hablul’ Matin [Calcutta] of the 23rd September 
aske the two Powers (Russia and England) as to 
whom they are going to give the new when 
there is no Parliament, no responsible Oabinet and 
no Regent present in Persia. If, says the paper, under the present condition 
of the country they give any loan to the nation no one would be responsible 
(for it. If they would give it to a specified few persons, those persons alone 
would be responsible for payment. g 
The 7¥mee writes that the English Government is going to give a loan to 
the Persian Government with a view that an army may be sent under 
Kavam-ul-Mulk to the south 
acquainted with the state of affairs 


The Tama -Mugaddas 


A new loan to Persia by the two 
Powers. 


ow full well that both Saulat ard Kavam 


have personal motives and have nothing to do with NN We bead 2 
allen in great debt and is 


that Kavam has, on account of his extravagance, 
hard pressed for payment. This loan would therefore go to pay his debts, 
and mend his fallen fortune. It has nothing to do with the management of the 
roads of the south, or with the putting down of the wicked people. The people 
of Persia should not, therefore, incur any new debts; they should on the 
other hand help their Government in paying off the old ones. 
2. The Mama - i. MugaddasHablul Matin [Calcutta | of the 231d September 
writes — The countries of Middle Asia, of which 
Bogart dad Ruse” Persia is the centre, have been for the past hundred 


years, the subject of rivalry between Russia and 


England. Each of them n to advance forward from all sides on the 
retext that the other was doing the same, and that such advance was nece 

or keeping the balance of Power and political equality, till they arrived at the 

centre, i. ., Persia; they then changed their policy, and having given up 

their old rivalry, fixed spheres of their respective influence in a friendly 

manner and divided Persia geographically. Taking advantage of the weak- 


ness of the Government, the absence of the Mejliss and the want of a strong 


King they have obtained the consent of Persia to the Anglo-Russian Convention 
of 1907, through its weak and hardly lawful Cabinet. As the Convention is 
based on the acknowledgment of sovereignty of Persia they now want to 
revise it according to their own wishes and then to set about dividing Persia 
between them. 

The policy of the Foreign Minister, Sir Edward Grey, has, from the time 
of his entering into an agreement with Russia, remained unchanged. His 
Parliamentary speeches have all been in reply to the objections of his critics, 
and his policy, for which he cannot be blamed, has remained unchanged. 
Besides other considerations, England 2828 unwilling to injure the 
sovereignty of Persia) is obliged to follow Russia, fearing lest she might go 
over to Germany who is now the bitterest enemy of England, 

Those who wish, says a politician, to know the real meaning of European 
civilization and their sympathy for the human being, should read the files of 
the Times which, along with other official organs, was in favour of ere 
one hundred thousand Englishmen for the sake of France when Germany ha 
(to serve her own political ends) occupied Agadir, but the same paper on snother 


gocasion said that the liberty of Persia was not worth even the life of a single 
English soldier. | 


Now, having obtained the consent of the Cabinet of Persia, although not 


legally constituted, to the Convention of 1907 and at the same time found 
Turkey entangled in her own affairs and the Powers of the Triple Alliance 
busy with the question of the Near East, the two Powers have reduced Persia 
to a state of ufter impotence and this now affords them an opportunity to 
revise the terms of the Convention, and to bring pressure ou on any Cabinet 
that may be formed to give its assent to the same, The difference of opinion 
of the two Powers regarding the division of Persia, has been the real stumbung 
block in their way. ve 3 

In addition to political losses due to this Convention, England's share of 
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the spoils of Persia is much smaller and of less value than that of Russia, For 
some time past the English have been laying claims to the neutral zone which, 
in their opinion, 2 form a buffer state. L N also, ever since the 
time of the Foreign Ministry of Lord Lansdowne, been claiming supremacy in 
the Persian Gulf but neither Persia nor Russia or any other Power has admitted 
such claims. On the other hand Russia's activity to (1) reach the Persian Gulf 


and obtain a harbour for a ship yard and (2) to find a way to India has been at 


play ever since the time of Peter the Great. 

Russia has secured most benefits by the Convention. The object of the 
Russian activities in Persia has been to compel the English to bring their troops 
to south Persia and give Russia an opportunity to encroach on the neutral zone, 
in which lies the Persian Gulf which is the bone of contention between the two 
Powers. It is to frustrate this plan of Russia that England has ceased her 
activity in the south, no doubt being sure that there is no obstacle for her there, 
Troops are, however, being constantly sent to the neutral zone under the 

retext of its being in a disturbed state or of the protection of the Consulate. 
Railway concessions are also asked for that area, on the ground that Nasiruddin 
Shah had promised to grant England the same concessions in the south as he 
had done to Russia in the north. Politics to them means that they should change 
their attitude according to the occasion, in order to secure the best advantage. 
The two Powers have entered into a new Convention, but when pressed by 
necessity they have recourse to old papers. | 

Though the question of Persia had all along been before the English 

ublic, the arrival of M. Sazonoff, the Foreign Minister of Russia, in London 
oe drawn special attention to it. The Times throws full light on the views of 
the English Government. The authorities in England and their organs have 
for some time past, been considering the question of revising the Anglo-Russian 
Convention of 1907. England wants to include the neutral zone in her own 
sphere of influence, to secure which she may even allow Russia to appropriate 
the north and even annex it to ler own territory. It is idle to expect English- 
men (with a few honourable exceptions) to think of the good of Persia, or to 
sympathise with the ideas of liberty and civilization of her people. 

No doubt there is a class of politicians in England who desire the main- 
tenance of the sovereignty of Persia, but that is for their own benefit, viz., the 
permanency of their rule in India. In reality, they have no sympathy with us, 
Their own interest first, and then any sympathy for the Persians, Sir Edward 
Grey has said this twice, and pointed out that the real object of the Anglo- 
Russian Convention has been the safety of India. 


Now, the question is, will the Russian Government give up its political 


interests for the sake of England’s friendship? We don’t think so. Some 
are of opinion that it is because of the fear of English interference in the 
neutral zone that Russia declered her interference in the north as being tem- 
porary. Now that M. Suzonoff is in Lopdon, Sir Edward Grey would 
try his utmost to include that zone, which contains the Persian Gulf, in the 
English sphere of inflnence. It also appears that the English are even ready 
to buy the consent of Russia to such an arrangement. It is, however, not 
probable that Russia would give up her long cherished hope only for 
a small benefit in some other place, but if she consents, the English would net 
only agree to, but take an active part in, the division of Persia simply to keep 
the Russians at a distance. The southern and neutral parts together making 
up an area several times * than that of Afghanistan, separate India from 
Russia. England would not then care if the Russians took possessi 
northern Persia and ill-treated the people as they did in Azirbijan, Gilan and 
Khorassan. The White Book No. 5, shows that unfortunately (for the Per- 
sians) the English Consul at Tabreg gave his assent to the carrying out of 
the designs there. The politicians are unanimous that the object of M. 
N visit 5 ee is chiefly to decide the future of Persia. It 
would be no wonder if he prevails upon Sir Edwar liti 
rack, e ve 75 content ‘hs 7 8 ward Grey, by some political 
thern Persia, but such a step would amo i 6 punt: 
3 ¢ p wi unt really to making over the country 
One of the politicians suggests what M. Sazonoff would tell Sir Edward 
Grey is that the Russian Government does not mean to interfere in Persia and 
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the present condition of the ; oonatay such that none but Muhammad Ali 
can improve it by his influence, and that England should permit him to take 
poseession of it, But should this take place, England must know that she 


would lose all that she has acquired in Persia. The evil motive of the. Eng- 


lish is N from their desire to revise the Anglo-Russian Convention of 
1907, which was founded on the severeignty of Persia. By revising it they 
want to include the. neutral part in their own sphere of influence, to have a 
hand in managing it and then to make it a second Egypt; so that they may 
have a Power. stronger than Afghanistan in resisting Russian invasion of 
India. The result would be that Persia would lose her sovereignty for ever. 
It is, however, contended that though, Russia may agree to the English pro- 
posal, she would soon take such steps as would baffle all England’s attempt to 
make India secure, If the English would look to the history of Lahistan, 
they would know what evil consequences may follow their present attempt. 
In talien, Russia had at first given a share to other Powers too, but as soon 
as she became supreme she turned out the other powers one by one from that 
lace. In Persia, too, she would adopt the same policy and as England would 
unable to hold her own against Russia in Central Asia, the latter would 
soon reach the Persian Gulf and the borders of India. In case of England’s 
taking a hostile attitude, Russia may go over to Germany and be a greater 
menace to India, | 
We have repeatedly said that the crooked policy of Sir Edward Grey 
would give no benefit to England, Russia can never become a friend of 
England, and the safety of India solely depends on the strength and 
sovereignty of Persia. At present when Russia depends upon England 
and France for pecuniary help they may check her advance in middle 


Assia for only a few years. Division of Persia, however, would not 


enable England to establish a strong power in the south of Persia, or to prevent 
Russia from carrying out her ultimate design of invading India, or Germany 
from being ever her enemy. Russia is also, like England, afraid of Germany 
and, therefore, she would never stand up against Germany merely on account 
of England’s friendship. 

It should also not be forgotten that the prestige of England in the south is 
not like that of the Russians in the north, and that there is a vast difference 
between the north and the south of Persia. In the whole of the north the only 

owerful tribe was the Shahsun, whom Russia subjugated in the last thirty years, 
e en will also have to spend the same amount of money and maintain an 
equal army on the Indian frontiers, They would not be able to bring their 
troops to the south of Persia as easily as the Russians can do in the north. 
The tribesmen of the south would, especially when instigated by Russia and 
Germany, at once rise up in revolt as soon as they would come to know that 
the foreigners are trying to efface their sovereign power. In such a case, not 
only Persia would lose her soverign power, but Russia would reach the Persian 
Gulf, while England, would still fail to occupy the south or occupy her sphere 
of influence. It would then be time for Sir Edward Grey to repent, though 
too late. It should also be remembered that, on account of the downfall of an 
Islamic country by Sir Edward Grey’s crooked policy, one hundred million 
Musalman subjects who are the supporters of the English Government in the 
East, would become jndignant and disheartened. The loss to England in that 
case it would be difficult to estimate. The Persians, too, when they would come 


to know that the downfall of their sovereignty was due to the English, (i. e., 


Anglo - Russian Convention) they would go over to the enemies of the latter. 
If a man like Muhammad Ali or Samad, Khan becomes ruler of north Peraia, 
the Persians all over the country would begin to hate the English, in the same 


way as the people of Azirbijan. who consider the English as being the real 
cause of their calamity. This ed of the Persians for the English would be 


very prejudical to the interest of the latter, both politically and economically. 
ir Edward Grey should look ahead and see what would happen when 
Germany would extend her line to the Persian borders and play tricks in 
the country, while the Persians would also by that time come to know the real 
agents who caused the downfall of their sovereign power. It is true that 
in politics one should turn his face according to the winds, but still one should 
not be blind to the present. The Persians at home and abroad are anxiously 
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waiting the result of this diplomatic interview of the two Foreign Ministers. 
When they would come to know their fate they would do what the © welfare’ of 
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the country would demand. - 5 ü 55 
| Rama-t-Mogappas 3. Commenting on a letter of its correspondent, who blames the people of 
—ͤ— ine. 1 Tabres and Azirbijan for having submitted to the 
e et l Rassians and put the yoke of Samed Khan, a 
| traitor, on their necks, the Nama-i-Mugaddas Habu 
Matin Calcutta] of the 231d September says: — To help Samad Than is to 
own allegiance to Russia, thereby causing humiliation and grief to the Persians, 
For the love that we bear to our brethren of Tabrez, we can never like their 
casting a stain upon their historically fair name. The people who once stood 
firm against the army of the despotic Government and against this very Samad 
Khan, should not now recommend him to the Russian Consul. We know that 
the people of Tabrez have been duped in this case by Mirza Hossain 
Kirmaki, better known as Mojahid, who wants to bring down disgrace on'them. 
Such tricks had often been played by the Russians in Peheran also, through 
Muhammad Ali, Sbeikh Fasalullah and others, but on account of the bravery, 
truth and honesty of the people, they (the tricks) were rendered useless. We 
expect a similar conduct from the people of Tabrez too. | 
Samad Khan will never be made the Governor of Azirbijan and all their 
efforts in this direction would prove in vain, but a stain would be left on the 
fair name that the people of Tabrez have earned in history. They should never 
forget what they did, and also the following lines that they used to repeat not 
very long ago. To give up wealth, life and head is the first step to the 
Constitutional Government.’ 
Really the people of Persia, specially of the south, deserve reproach for 
being devoid of feeling and being more dead than living. This want of 
activity and spirit are the results of the despotism of Governors and the 
deputies sent from the centre. It is very painful to see that a Governor like 
Mequr-ud-dowla, who is a learned man, a lawyer and an advocate of liberty, 
should stop the only newspaper which was published in the south, and close the 
only press which was there, Ae 
he only offenee of the paper was its writings on the national life of the 
people of the south, and ite only sin was thet it was not viewed with favour by 
the English representative. We warn the authorities of the south against 
checking the national feeling that is in the nm from finding expression for 
the day is near when it would explode like a bomb and burn them and other 
assemblies. The 22 rose, not against the person of Muhammad Ali so much 
as against his deeds and the authorities are now following the same path. 
Me hope that the wise rulers will realize that the present is not the time 
to check growth of nationality, for such a course would destroy the 
sovereignty af the country, deal a death blow to the Mejliss, separate the 
centre froin the Government of Persia and make petty chiefs alt round strong 
1 to be used as tools like Samad Khan y the foreigners for their 
58 ends. 5 | 
The maintenance of the sovereignty of Persta depends on the revival of 
the Mejliss, which in its turn depends upon the growth of a feeling of nation- 
ality in the people, Sardar Aria, Moqur-ud-dowla, Mokhbirus-sultanat and 
others, should do everything in their power to rouse this feeling and help the 
people to assert their righte of electing members and forming the Mejliss.  _ 
Ar-Mupas, 4, The Al-Muddatir [Patna * the * September write: . | 
sept. 23rd, 1912. i 1 would be astonnding the readers to know 
n ede rnb that the * Government have, during the lust 
f ; three years, Iost much of the dignity they enjoyed 
in the Ismalic world and forfeited the faith and confidence that the Musalmans 
had in their love for justice, knowledge of Political economy and broadness 
of their mind. It is a matter of great sur that the officers of the Goyern- 
3 — 8 oY 
ment, ay wg all other reces in intelligence and ingenuity, should fail to 
> the 2 2 de. faith = confidence that bad tied the nen e 
verlasting Bri vernment is ippi their iron 
hands. Peshaps, forgetting the wan a pr Sag Sate a 
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the strong impulses of a soft heart. It would show their ignorance of the 
fundamental truth that proclaims: in a loud strain that Nen may get rusty 
but not so the jewel that is in the heart. The English, in whose hands the 
Almighty has, in His benign grace, ‘placed the reins of Government, should bow 
down their proud head re the fact that the happiness, faith and confidence 
of the subjects are even more valuable for the permanence of a government 
than maxim-guns and iron-clads, A kingdom founded on the good will of a 
nation is much 3 than the one which depends on strong arms and sharp- 
edged swords, as the latter resembles a house founded on a rock underneath 
which a rapid stream of water is flowing. The time was really more fortunate 
for the Musalmans when, at the battle of Plevna, the Turkish soldiers were 
looking with certainty for the oo of an English army to help them, their 
hopes being founded on the long standing friendship between England and 
Turkey. Whenever a standard of freedom was raised or a wretched man was 
oppressed by a tyrant, the eyes of the people naturally turned towards 
England for help. The case unfortunately has now become quite the reverse. 
Persia has got a Parliament, and the poor Persians have always been anxious 
to have e in the country, independence of every sort and their finances 
improved; but these ambitions of theirs run counter to the desire of Russia to 
annex it. The latter, therefore, cannot possibly like to see any reforms carried 
out in Persia for the well-being of its people. Such being the case, the 
Musalmans of the whole world or the races or the creeds that fear God, have 
real sympathy with their fellow. beings, and are a friend of economical progess 
and civilization, had their eyes towards England in the belief that she would 
not permit this amazing and horrible scene before her eyes, The poor 
Musalmans of a small and oppressed kingdom, having for centuries suffered the 
excesses of an absolute monarchy, try to become free but barbarous Russia, 
who is deadly against liberty and is destroyer of all economical progress and 
civilization, puts an insurmountable obstacle in her way. ‘The interest and 
freedom of an innocent nation are ruthlessly sacrificed to annex the country. 
But, alas, the whole world has witnessed this humiliating spectacle of England, 
though a champion of liberty, watching in silence the destruction of Persia 
by Russia! Every. one in surprise enquires as to what has become of the 
liberality of which England was so proud, and whether she could still be 
called a friend of economical progress and civilization. There is a smile in 
her silence which only those can understand who read signsof the time correctly. 
Russia compelled Persia to dispense with the services of Mr. Shuster only 
because he was a friend of England, although the two Powers were said to be 
on good terms with each other. No one with common sense could ever believe 
that Russia, however -ungrateful for favours received, would dare attribute her 
opposition to Mr. Shuster to his being friendly disposed towards England and, 
compel his resignation, thereby sounding the death knell of Persia’s well-being 
unless and until Sir Edward Grey was privy to Russia’s designs. The attitude 
of the English in the matter nct only gave pain tothe Musalmans of India, but 
shook the very foundation of faith that Persia’s co-religionists all over the 
world had in the English. ‘The greatness of England has lost its value in 
the eyes of the Musalmans of the whole world, and particularly those 
of India. Just then came the question of Tripoli W as an example 
of injustice, has no rival. The atrocities which are being perpetrated in 
Morocco today, and the accounts of bloodshed that we receive from there, 
would have been impossible without the consent of England. It was England 
that placed France in possession of Morocco. If England had made the 
sound of her clanking swords reach the music loving ears of Italy on behalf 
of the oppressed people, there would be no example of such a causeless 
war as that of Tripoli. Thousands of young and old Musalmans as well as 
infants and women would never have been victims of the Italian swords, nor 
would thousands of people be made homeless, - England did not give ear to the 
clamours of the Islamic world, nor did-she listen to peace-seeking voice of the 
Turks. The houses of thousands of innocent men have been and are still 
being desolated in Tripoli, but England, which is the biggest of all the Islamic 
Powers, continues to be the silent witness of the ghastly scene. | 

Are the Ministers of His 1 the King- Emperor, who hold the reins 
of the Government, unaware of the fact how uneasy have become the seven 
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Government is helpless, being bound hand and foot 8 
The result is that the lion Las to maintain the friendship of the bear on 
the one hand and the eagle on the other, and the union of the lion with the 
bear and the eagle canot produce any other result than humiliation and loss of 
strength to the former. There is ouly. one remedy for this unholy alliance, 
1 that is to crush the pride and ambition of Germany without any loss 
of time: 1 3 ety les : 
5. The Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 28th September is unable to 
: 3 speak well of the policy, of British Government 
a Government and Chinese in the matter of the Chinese loan. China is just 
eter: . now badly in need of money. She’ therefore 
applied for a loan to those Powers that were on friendly terms with her. After 
a good deal of wrangling they agreed to give the loan, but the conditions 
proposed by them were such as no self-respecting Power could accept, for they 
involyed interference by every one of the six Powers in her Internal affairs 
and bound her not to obtain loans from any other source in future,” Does 
proposing such sialon tn ) 


loan, We know, says the paper, Sir Edward Grey is having recourse’ 90 these 
tactics under pressure from Japan, Russia and other elfe Powers but they 


Th 


11,—Homu Apmmyistratioy:; 


ee (a — Police. 
7, The Hitaradi [Caleutta] of the 27th September writes:. 


The debe incidents. connection with the trouble at Dolgobüsda Aram at 
Jagatsi, in July last. We deem it our duty to publish what Dr. Surendra Nuth 
caper’ an accused in this case, has said to a special representative of this 

ras e 5 
Our readers are aware that the trouble at the Asram occurred: on tlie 6th 
and 8th J uly last. And it was the trouble on the 6th July whith led to 
charges being made against the inmates of the Asram. Mr. Cosgrave, 
the Magistrate, has already passed sentences against the agcused in this case, 


Many serious points ate now being révsaled in 
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The 3 on the iSd July vas not at all mentioned in Court. We want to 
know why. „ | 8 1 as € 

3 regurd to the trouble on the 6th July is still sud sudice—go 

we shall not say anything in regard to it. We do not know if there has been 

any inquiry. in regurd to the trouble occurring on the 8th July. For chis 

reason we publish belom what las been stated in regard to this day’s incidents 

by one of the.eccused, Surendra Nath Dutt, alias Prana vananda. He is a passed 

student of the Dacoa Medical School and has been a medical officer under 

Railways, and Municipalities, He has ‘also practised his P independent 

ly for some 10 yeurs, and last of all became à member of the Arunachal Asram 


Sonn Natu’s STATEMENT. 


Here is what Surendra Nath gays in regard to the trouble of the Sth 
July, in reply to questions put by our representative: 5 f 
On the 7th July, Thakur Dayananda came to us at night with a lette 


. 
Having been wounded "a. ee on the 6th, I was lying on a bed not fot 
from the Kirfen-room. . The , 


etter was written in Bengali. f heard that it had 

been sent by the Deputy Commissioner. The letter was read out to me. 
Hearing what was ‘written in the letter, I gathered that the Deputy Commis- 
sioner wanted to interviow Thakur Dayananda. A reply to that letter was 
prepared in my presence.’ Thakur Dayananda informed the Deputy Commis- 
sioner that he could come; to the Asram without apprehending any danger 
whatever—the. more so as it was not consistent: with our religious tenets to 
behave towards a guest with even the least incivility. Thakur Dayananda felt 
to some extent reassured by this letter from the Deputy Commissioner—he 
thought that. a personal interview. with the Deputy Commissioner would remove 
misconceptions on both sides. =. pee) 

But that hope of the Thakur was not fulfilled. Tha next day, i. e., on the 

8th July, in the morning, the Thakur received news of the coming of the 
Deputy Commissioner, and accompanied by two or three of his disciples went 
to the entrance of the Asram.to receive him. I cannot tell what sort of conversa- 
tion they had there. But on returning he informed me that the Shahid was a 
most obstinate man, who declined to listen to everything that the Thakur said — 
rather he had given orders that the inmates of the Asram must come by 
batches of five and surrender themselves. | wee 

: Very soon efter this, I saw some Shahktbs-and Gurkia sepoys enter the 
Asram and begin surrounding it. The inmates of the Asram were at that time 
absorbed in Sankritan, A Sahib in military uniform was in front of the 
Gurkhas and leading them. At this moment he made a sign to these Gurkhas 
by waving bis hand, which I took to mean that he was telling them to use 
their bayonets, and to begin a thrashing. After this, he sounded a whistle and 
the same instant the Gurkhas, along with him, entered the Tirtan room. I 
saw the Gurkhos, as soon as they had entered that room, begin an indis- 
criminate assault,, Part of the Tirtan room was visible to me. I saw that a 
Shahab caught the Thakur by his long hair, and dragged him out and felled 
him forcibly on the ground. A Gurkha caught hold of the hair of my fourteen. 
year old girl, Prativa, and brought her out and similarly threw her down on 
the floor. I alga sa the bload flowing in streams from the head of a lady 
named Kamini Deyi. I did not see who it was that had assaulted her and how. 
1 only, saw that somebody had: thrust: her out of the Tirtan- room in that 
condition. | e e ie 


Anyway, these, outrages stopped the irtay, Tlie Tirtan-room was 
located in the, opter. front part. of the Asram premises. The Gurkhas now 
entered the inner apartments. I could: not see what took place there, * 
number of, armed constables entered the room where I lay. Beside my bed 
were sitting my mother, 80 years old, a daughter aged 10 and a son aged 3. 
They were frightened at the angry faces of the constables. The constables 
were about to assault me with their guns. Mr. Beaumont also entered my room 
at the same time and I pointed out to him that I was incapable even of. 
getting up, because of the. wounds I had received during the trouble on the 
eth July. Upon this, he forbade the oonstables from using their guns. But 
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for Mr. Beaumont, my predicament would have been sad indeed. He asked 
me about my condition most amiably and gave permission to my mother and 
children to sit beside me. But he also kept a number of constables in the 
room to watch me. . of irae BD ak Yes Sem tia: o 
| Then I heard that all the inmates of the Am had been arrested, ani 
were being despatched to Maulvi Bazar. In the ram only remained myself 
my mother, my son and my daughter and also Mahendta, Sachindra and 
Ajapananda who had been wounded by gunshots on the 6th July. Subse- 
quevtly, I heard from the wounded men that the police, though knowing that 
they were incapable of 9 up from bed, had not ‘refrained from 
japananda had tried to wrest the butt of a gun, and in 80 
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harassing them. Ajapana 
doing had the palm of his hand struck by it. ‘The skin in the palm had burst, 
and I saw it bleeding. Haramohan, Kalicharan and Abhayananda also had 
been wounded in the course of the trouble on the 6th July. But the police 
did not leave them behind in the Asram, they were removed under arrest to 
Maulvi Bazar. I have already said that Mr. Beaumont accompaied the polize 
and the Deputy Commissioner. The latter 1 did not know, but a constable 
pointed him out to me. : | 

It was not that the police committed oppression on the inmates of the 
Asram only in the Asram itself. They were not allowed to go unmolested to 
Maulvi Bazar either. Mabendra Babu was conveyed to Maulvi Bazar in a palki 
oi the morning of the 9th. Myself and Ajapananda weni there in doolies the same 
afternoon. My mothor and children also were provided with doolses. I heard 
from my wife and my daughter Prativa, that after their arrest they had been 
subjected to oppression in various ways. I ought to remark here that 
Mr. Beaumout did not behave with any impropriety towards us. He tried 
to send us on the 8th instant but he could not do so for want of doolies. 
Arrived at Maulvi Bazar at 5 in the afternoon, he asked us if we had suffered 
any inconvenience en route and also sent for a doctor to treat my wounds. But 
the doctor Babu did nothing. 
Tho next day until 10 o’clock we had to stay at the Thana. We asked 
to be sent to hospital, because my wounds caused intense pain, But the 
thana officer would not heed my request. After 10 o’clock I was sent to the 
hospital. So from the 8th to 10 A M. on the 10th my wounds were not looked 
after. In the hospital I met Nagendra, Mahendra, Haramohan and Sachindra 
Babu. 5 

My wife used to put up with a relative at Maulvi Bazar. My 
mother and children also had beon despatched there. Permission was given to 
them to see me in hospital, but similar permission was not given to the person 
with whom they were putting up. The thana and hospital officers behaved 
towards us with the utmost impropriety. They did not even refrain from 
mocking us about our Tir ians — the like. on : 

The Assistant Surgeon at Sylhet came up on the date(illegible July and 
extracted bullets and also small shots from my wound. The bullets could not 
be extracted from Mahendra Bubu’s wounds. The same night, at about 
2 o’clock, the Assistant Surgeon and the hospital officers despatched us six,— 


the wounded immates of the Asram—to Sylhet. Mahendra Babu remained 


in the Sylhet Sadar Charitable Dispensary, because his condition was bad. 
We were taken to the jail hospital. } 


7 
> 


Here we had to remain for about three weeks. Here also we bad not 
good treatment. Our wounds were not properly dressed. The food we had 
was most despicable. No one would pay heed to anything we might say. I 
myself was turned out of the hospital before my wounds had qutite healed up. 
At that time I could not even move a single step without difficult. 
Thereafter our trial began. During the trial also we did not receive 
good treatment. But before saying that, we have to make another remark 
about the police, The police not only assaulted us, but they looted all our 
property as well. When we were at the Asram, I saw the Gurkhas loot 
property in the room in front of me and carry it away; seeing this I spoke to 
Jamini Babu, Sub-Inspector, requesting him to bringup tome promptly from my 
room, my watch, chain and the box of ornaments belonging to my wife. He went 
away and informed me, some time after, that all these things had been stolen. 
I spoke of this to Mr. Beaumont, who simply asked me as to whether Jamini 
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Babu had taken down my deposition. On my saying no, he did not do 
anything further. The next day, when Mr. Beaumont took me over to Maulvi 
Bazar, he asked me to take my things with me. Going into my rooms I found 
only my box and trunk lying broken. . 

I shall speak now as to the condition we were in when the case against us 
was proceeding, and late. . 

Myself and five or six others had been so severely wounded by bullets 
that we could not walk. So we could not go to Oourt on foot. But the 
other accused ‘were taken to Cout handcuffed. As the Court sat inside the 
prison, tickets were issued to spectators and on- lookers. But our friends and 
relatives had no tickets given them. 

For nine or ten days after sentence had been passed on me, I was made to 
cut grass. Thereafter, though the authorities knew that some of us had 
appealed, t.. e p. us on the oil press. We had to do this work from sunrise 
to sunset, with oaly u small icterval for meals. Two men are put on each 
press, one pulls it and the other pushes it from behind. At first we had asso. 
ciated with us one prisoner not of our set. Subsequently, two of our own lot 
were pat on each press. The man who gives the pull to the press feels pain 
which is astuunding to think of. Into each press was put ten seers of mus- 
tard-prain, and two seers, 14 chAtiake of oil was extracted therefrom. Even 
those who, because of the gunshot wounds, could not stand upright at the time, 
were made to do this work. Some of them requested the jailor to be given 
some other form of work, but without avail. The prison officials would some- 
times come round to see if we were all working the press with regularity all the 
day. One day, one of us was found resting a while, taking breathing time— 
and a prison-official saw it. The consequence was that instead of ten seers, 
half-a-maund of mustard-seed he had to press that day. But it was found 
impossible for bim to do this work, so ultimately he was excused. 

So much for the form of labour. Then again, there was no end of our 
suffering on account of want of food. Half a seer of water was supplied to 
each of us for drinking purposes, and washing our hands and feet and our 
utensils. We were not allowed to bathe. One jangia was supplied to each, 
and it was made of such coarse cloth that, if wet, it would take a long time to 
dry. Inthe morning we had some rice-gruel, seasoned with salt and at mid- 
day and in the afternoon some half-boiled rice, some boiled ach vegetables, 
partly seasoned with salt, and some tamarind. No extra salt we could have 
for the askmmg. The latrine arrangements were also very objectionable; 10 or 
12 people had to sit side by side, without any screen between and get up within 
five minutes. The water 14 for cleaning purposes was very small in 
quantity. If anybody wanted to use a latrine at night, he was given a medicine 
and was not allowed food in the morning. 


THE STATEMENT OF OTHER ACCUSED :— 


Advaita Nanda, Aruna Nanda and Atula Nanda, have sent a letter to the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika making statements which mainly tally with those made 
by Dr. Surendra Nath to the Hitavadi. Referring to the incidents on the 8th 
July, they say that at the time the police party surrounded the Aram all 
the inmates were absorbed in sankirtan. Threeof the women were in such an 
ecstasy that they went out of the Kirtan-room ‘uttering the words Pran Gour 
Nitya Nanda”. Swami Hansananda, the leader of the Kir/an-party, cm ory out 
of the Tirtan · room in order to bring ‘them back. He was a ‘at this 
juncture by the police. Five or six Gurkhas repeatdly dipped him in a drain 
and belaboured him severely with kicks and blows. ; 

‘Thereafter, the Gurkhas, with their Captain, and the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, proceeded towards the Kirian-room, Later, the Captain issued orders 
for the inmates to be assaulted with the butts of the guns. At this moment, 
the Gurkhas wounded Swami Deyananda and, even without the orders of their 
Captain, were about to bayonet him. They did not refrain from giving the 
Thakur smart kicks and blows with canes. : 

After this, the police and Gurkhas began an indiscriminate assault. 
Even women and children were not spared. There was not a single inmate 
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of the Asram who had not blood issuing from his or her 7 Some of the 
women suffered no end of outrage. One of them had her collar- bones broken, 
another had a wound which still exudes blood, and has not yet healed up. 
After each inmate had been dragged forwards.by his or her hair, he or she 
was tied up with ropes, with the arms behind. Next the Gurkhas eatered 
the sacred precincts of the temple and smashed up the image there, looting the 
ornaments on its person. : oy | 

Then they entered the inner apartment of the Asram. Here were present 
Yogananda, Ajapanandsa, Amarananda and Pijushananda—who had all been 
wounded by gunshots on the 6th. Pijushananda had a bullet penetrated 
into his left eye, which had not been so far extracted. Amarauanda had 
bullets and small shot lodged in 20 places in his body. Thus all of them were 
lying wounded, but the Gurkhas did not spare them for that. They tried to 
assault Nikhilananda on the head with the butt-end of a gun, and in trying 
to ward if off, Nikhilauanda had his palm burst open. .Failing to wound him 
thus, one of the Gurkhas was trying to wound him with a dukri when a Shahid 
came in and stopped the assault. Swami Ajapananda was dragged to the 
banks of a tank, about 100 cubits away. Amarananda also was dragged 
there, though he had been already wounded. The Gurkhas subsequently 
smashed up and destroyed the musical instruments and pictures in the Asram, 
and looted away property worth Rs. 800 (including ornaments). 

Seeing that one of the Asram inmates had not had his head broken, one 
of the Gurkhas spoke to a comrade—“ This sala has escaped —and forthwith 
he was attacked, and had his head broken, and blood issued therefrom. One 
of the inmates was lying on a bed ill of fever. A Gurkha seeing him said :— 
“Now, this man cannot move, let us gee that he is made to lie here perma- 
uently.” That is to say, they meant to murder him. Kalicharan was 
wounded with a gunshot on the 6th. Seeing him at this time saying his 
prayers, the Gurkhas and police kicked at him, and struck bim with 
fisticuffe. Later he was bound, and carried away in a suspended condition. 
One man tbrust an umbrella into his mouth, and another poured liquor into it. 
Even the women and children were assaulted, none was spared. 

Then the Deputy Commissioner made these inmates of the Asram all 
stand in rows and took down their names. Later the women, the children 
and the men waded through mud and rain to Maulvi Bazar on foot. There 
in a single small room, 63 were kept confined. The doors and windows were 
ordered to be shut, and this caused terrible sufferings among the prisoners, at 
whose entreaties a single window was at last thrown open. In the morning 
they were ull sent by boat to Sylhet. The journey took two days, and en route 
almost all were reduced to a dying condition. Their food these two days 
consisted of two handfuls of parched rice, mixed with dust and some gur, 


smelling of petroleum-oil. And last of all, in prison, they were in a condition 
which ‘it breaks the heart to relate. 


Our REMARKS, 


We publish above what we have heard and read in other papers of the 
incidents of the 8th July. We do not know if they are true, but we want to 
know whether they are true or not. We ask the authorities to inquire into 
the matter. 

The statements of the accused, now published, will leave on the public 
mind an impression that the police and the Gurkhas violated the law, and 
committed many misdeeds without the orders of their superiors, In the interests 
of the good name of the Government and its officers, it is necessary therefore 
that an inquiry should be made. | 
Pruth to tell, we are undecided as to whether we are, or are not, to place 
full reliance on the truth of the statements above. Charges were brought 
agaiust the inmates of the Asram in connection with the incidents of the 6th 
July, but why has nothing been heard of the incidents of the 8th July? Had 
the accused defended themselves in Court, the truth might erhaps have been 
revealed. As it is, they did not do so and Mr. Cosgra ve, Magistrate, also has 
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said nothing about it in his judgment. It does not seem either that the accused 
are going to prosecute the police and the Gurkhas. 

The accused were charged with obstructing the police in the execution of 
their duty on the 6th instant. This has led many people to infer that they 


did not offer any obstruction on the 8th July. Had they done so, they would 
have heen accased of obstructing the police on the 8th aswell. If this 


inference is correct, one must say that as the accused are seen to have received 
wounds, the police and the Gurkhas assaulted them without provocation. 
This is the idea encouraged by the statements of the accused themselves, 
Government issued a communique immediately after the Jagatsi riots, giving 
out the truth regarding them. May we not expect a similar communique. now ? 
No matter how very guilty these inmates of the Asram may have been, they 
are the subjects of the King- Emperor. The public expect that if they have 
been unjustly * er the authorities will punish the oppressors. If the 
police and the Gurkhas are found on inquiry to have offended, let them be 
punished. The British Government proudly claims that under its good rule 
its subjects practise their religious observances unmolested. The time has 
come to show that this is no vain boast. Will not the authorities inquire why 
the Gurkhas smashed up the idols in the Asram and injured the religious 
susceptibilities of the Hindus? The inmates of the Asram may have by their 
doings forfeited the sympathy of the local public, but that is no reason why 
they should incur the displeasure of the authorities. From the way the 
local officers acted, from the kind of treatment the accused got in jail, 
eople will naturally suspect that they were eager to punish the accused. 

ould it have been wrong to put the two wounded men on the oil-press 
a few days later? They were wounded on the 6th; was it absolutely 
impossible to have extracted their bullets before the 10th? The bullets could 
not be extracted from Mahendra’s body and he diedin consequence. But 
Mr. Cosgrave in his judgment says that the application of dust from the floor 
of the Sankirtan-room brought about this death, A sharpsighted officer like 
him should have reflected that the same dust was applied to the wounds 
of other persons also, but not with equally fatal results. Is the way in 
which the Government officers, from the Chaukidar upwards, behaved towards 
these accused, quite consistant with justice ? 

The mere mention of incidents like these that the Captain of the Gurahas 
opened fire without provocation, that these Gurkhas and the police severely 
assaulted and wounded all indiscriminately, dipped them in the mud and dirt 
of the drains, broke open heads, thrust umbrellas into people’s mouths, broke 
up images, etc.,—makes the heart palpitate in fear. Let Sir A. Earle, a — 
officer, inquire into the matter and issue a public statement about the incidents 
of the *th July last. 

8. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 28th September gives in exienso 
the substance of the account of Surendra Nath 

Datta’s prison-life, as it appeared in the Amrita 
Basar Pairska, and hopes that Government will enquire into the complaints 
contained therein. 

9. Referring tothe Dacca murder the Nayak [Calcutta] of the 26th 
September says :— 
| It a well-known fact that firearms and 
ammunition are always smuggled into this country, so that we are not at all 
astonished at the incident. We cannot, however, say whether it has a political 
character or not. But the manner in which the police has treated Kiran 
makes us doubt whether there are any bombwallahs, or whether there were at 
any time ay real anarchists in the country. When even a cat will turn 
if it is poked, why will not the luxurious Bubn fire a shot now and then if he 
is poked ? However that may be, the affair is a serious one and we are 
confident that a coolheaded man like Lord Carmichael, will not allow an 
unnecessary sensation to be created over it. } 

10. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 27th September dwells on the harm being 

| caused to the citizens of Calcutta by the increase 
8 in of the evil of ootton- figure gambling in the city, 
and asks when Government will undertake the 
necessary preventive legislation which it promised some months ago in a press 
communique. 
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immediate legisla : 
people would be timely saved thereby. 


12, The Aayak | Calcutta) of the 27th September thanks the Fnglishmen 
: 1 for an article which ‘hus appeared in ite issue of 
The Englishman on the Police. date, and which says that it is the fault of the 
police that people cannot o- operate with the Government. So Jong as real 
worth and ability in officers are not valued and rewarded in the polive service, 
this fault on the part of police officers will not be cured. 1 
13. It is but seldom, says the Datly Bharat Mitra [Qaloutta) of the 
28th September, that we find ourselves in agreement 
ati with our contem the Begins in political 
questions, but every thoughtful man cannot bat endorse what that paper has 
written in its leading article of Friday last on the method of police investiga- 
tions. Our contemporary ‘has given plain and correct reasons in gi 
expression to its opinion, more than once repeated by us before, as to the failure 
of the police in tracing the offenders in murder Gases unless it has arrested 
them on the spot, vis., (1) its distrust of the people, and (2) Ib treatment of 
those who give any information to it. After describing what the Mnghehman 
has said in ‘that article on the above two points the paper continues: What a 
nice system! This is what an Anglo - Indian paper has said. No one can say 


that the Englishman is a policeman’s foe, on the contrary it has always been 


found to side with the police, and find fault with the people. Its opinion is, 
therefore, of great value. We believe the Zaghkekman has re-echoed the note of 
Lord Carmichael's policy, If so, happy days for Bengal are in sight. Should, 
however, the article be an outcome of our contentporary’s intelligence, it should 
be fully considered by His Excellency. Methods of police work need urgent 
reform. It is not the Suab-Inspectors or the head constables alone that are 
responsible for this ill behaviour. Sometimes, the Superintendents issue orders to 
the effect Try your best” which in police language means bring pressure on 
the suspected and our readers are already aware what such an instruction means. 
la. The Sanyioant [Calcutta] of the 26th September strongly objects to 
the principle of dividing Sub Inspsctorships of 
2 of Sub-Inspectors Police in each district between Hindus and Moslems 
3 in the proportion the followers of each faith have 
been to each other in the whole population of the district. Competence is the 
only test of public employment. Violation of this principle will sooner or 
later injure Government itself. Reforms of the police would be impossible 
so long as incompetent, half-educated men are taken into the force. 

15. The Samay Calcutta; of the 27th September refers to a story 
published in the Bengalee about u goala of Barrack- 
“sd * —— who complains gtr of his 
cows, while grazing on the tonment grazing-grounds, was shot ‘by some 
soldiers and others and taken away to be Bb si 2 into beef. The n 
ment Magistrate has said that he cannot find the offender, but if the goals finds 
him, he may prosecute him. The matter is serious and galls for a prompt 
inquiry by the B Government. 

16. The Subarne 4 —— of the 28th September lees beard that 

ni overnment hit upon the plan of forming 

+ phn He ening 9 bands of ablebodied ee 15 villages, armed 

with guns, for preventing dacoity. The writer believes that if this plan is acted 
upon dacoity will be greatly checked in this country. ‘ 

17. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th September hopes the Govern- 

The jirgak system in the Punjab. ment of India will listen favourably to the sugges, 
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stion made gf fee L. Dane for the introduction of 
jab as a preventive of the acts of 
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writes to the Sapiivani (Calcutta] of the 26th 
September, to complain of the numerous outrages 
committed by bands of robbers, on the part of the 
ymensingh and Tangail that lies through the 
Madhupur hills. These robbers, besides looting Property, often commit murders 
also. These crimes have been frequent since Chatira last. In Batsakh last, a 
driver of a cart laden with grain and his son, in passing along this road in 
this were missed by their fellow-cartmen und were never found again. 
These robbers do their work in gangs, and have terrorised the people so 
much that they dare not say anything to the police. Women are known to 
have been violated by them in three or four cases, about. which some informa- 
mation may be obtained from the Sub-Registrar of Madhupur. On the 2nd 


18, A correspondent 
Crime in Madhupur. 
District Board road between M 


SaNJIVANYI, 
Sept. 26th 1922, 


Ain last, two men, Baher-ulla Sarkar and Jamir Sheikh were waylaid , 


and assaulted by ruffians on this road; the former with fatal results. 

19. The Samivan [Calcutta] of the 26th September publishes-in full, 
Kiran Chandra Mukherjee's letter, which had 
previcusly been 
paper (See Weekly Report of the 28th September, paragraph 3) and remar xs: 

e feel compelled to accept as true what Kiran has written. Had not 
Sir Frederick Halliday seen through the trap laid for him, he would certainly 
have been consigned to prison again. | 
It is impossible to estimate how many innocent men have been brought to 
trouble by men like Narayan Das. Let Sir Frederick Halliday dismiss such 
men from police service, and let also Government read the above letter and do 
everything in this connection that it ought to do. 

20. Referring to the case reported in the Bassein News about the mutila- 
3 tion of a Burmese named Bashew, arrested by the 
„ ne. et the police for theft, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 
| 28th September says: 

The man charged with theft has been acquitted by the law-court. But it 
is strange that the authorities have made no enquiry into his complaint against 
the police. We join with the Bassein News in drawing the attention of Sir 
Harvey Adamson to the case. 

21. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th September asks for a prompt 

Tid inquiry into the truth or otherwise of this story by 
ä Sir Harvey Adamson's Government. 

22. The Murshidabad Hitais i Murshidabad] of the 25th September 
urges the necessity of amending the section of the 
Chaukidari Act, which provides that if anybody 
i fails to pay his chaukidari tax within the fixed 
time, double the amount of the tax will be realized from him by attachment 
and sale of his movables. Realization of double the amount is too hard a rule, 
and one that is unknown alike to the municipal and rent laws of the country. 
In cases of non-payment of the.chaukidari tax the rule ought to be for the 
panchayet to enquire into the pecuniary condition of the defaulters, and realize 
from them only such penalty as they can pay without hardship. | 

23. The Muhammadi Lar gong: of the — 1 draws the . 

8 % of the District istrate of Howrah to the fact 

e Muhammad's Per. advertised in the ayak of the 16th September last 

that a man named Jagannath Dikshit of 48, Umacharan Basu’s Lane, Ram- 

krishnapur, Howrah, has been selling portraits of Muhammad, the Prophet, a 

conduct which is repugnant to the religious feelings of Musalmans and greatly 

resented by them. ‘l‘hey consider it derogatory to the honour of their 
Prophet to sell bis portrait, specially when no true portrait of his is available. 

24. Some time ago, writes the Nayak [Calcutta] of the 26th September, 
, . 147 1 a parcel came to the Nayak office in the name of 
eee ageinst Baba its editor, Babu Panchkari Banerji, which con- 

NAA tained two packets and an article which had 
appeared in the Nayak under the heading Panchkari’s danger”. On the 
vice of friends, Babu Panchkari made over the packets unopened to a high 
officer of the Calcutta Police, who found that they contained picric acid and 


The doings of a police spy. 
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two cartridges. Babu Panchkari plainly told Mr. Lowman, Deputy Commis- — 


sioner of Police, that he did not complain against, nor suspect anybody. ‘This 


published in the Nayak news- 
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is an old story. Recently, we have come to know that Babu Surendra’ Nath 
Banerji’s — have fabricated the story that Babu Panchkari had himeelf 
prepared the packets and implicated Babu Sachindra Prosad Basu and Sukumar 
Mitra in the affair, and that Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra is giving ‘currency 
to this story. In the meantime,a house has been searched by police at 
Pataldanga, and there is every likelihood of arrests being made in this oonneo- 
tion. Bowever that may be, even Babu Monoranjan Guha Thakurta —1 
without even consulting Babu Panchkari, believed the above story and sai 

that he / Babu Panchkari) would soon be arrested for his wrong action. In 
fact, the entire Babudom, which is not at all well-dis towards Babu 
Panchkari, is agitated over the affair and is saying and doing N 
for crushing him. A similar conspiracy, under the leadership of Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Besu, was made against him when he was on the ctaff 
of both the Sandhya and the Bengale, The conspirators caused his 


dismissal from the night editorship of the Bengalee, incensed the mind 


of Sir Edward Baker — him, and barrassed him so long as he 
was on the staff of the Hitavadi. Sir Edward Baker’s mind was so much 
poisoned against him that his History of the Sepoy Mutiny ” was proscribed, 
while no step was taken against Rujanikanta Gupta’s ‘‘ History of the Sepoy 
Mutiny” which was ten times worse, and really a seditious book, Thus, that 
conspiracy was successful in injuring Babu Panchkari. Now, a fresh conspiracy 
is being hatched against him. It may be asked, how does all this become 
possible? The reply is this, since the disocvery of hombs at Muraripukur, a 
body of Bengal Police detectives have been working in Calcutta, who are 
always eger to show their superiority to the Calcutta Police and prove its 
worthlessness, It is these people who have thrice attempted to — e Nayak. 
They tried to win over the printer of the paper, but failed. ‘This printer isa 
suspect, and it is the protection of the Nayak which alone saves him from 
trouble. But the redoubtable r Polioe detectives have tried other means 
to bring trouble on the Nayak, and they got the help of many Babus in these 
efforts on their part. Rai Saheb Naudalal Basu used to visit the houses of 
many Babus, and succeeded in bringing over many of them to his side. These 
Babus are ill-disposed towards the Nayak for many reasons, so that willingly 
or unwillingly they help the Bengal Police detectives, Rai Saheb Nand 
Basu, Babu Kumadlal Gupta and others, in their efforts against it. The 
defamatory rumour against Babu Panchkari in connection with the above- 
mentioned packets is ulso the doing of the Bengal Police and the Babudom. 
So long as the Bengal Police detectives will continue to be in Calcutta, the 
Calcutta Police will not be able to do any good work. If possible, make the 
Calcutta Police stronger and more subberdust, but do not foster this spirit of 
rivalry between it and the Bengal Police. „ 

25. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 27th September says that while the 
1. the editor of the Neveka 8. called leaders in Calcutta are calling its editor 
spy P—a declaration oftpolicy. a Spy, it is they who are real spies. They conceal 

their own faults and speak ill of others to the 

rulers, They incite others to evil and palm themselves off as honest men on 
tle officials, It was partly through mistake, and partly for the sake of service, 
that the present editor of the Nayak once joined their party and earned the 
evil repute of being an Extremist. He now repents his past conduct and 
considers it his duty to expose the extremely selfish policy of the leaders. The 
writer then goes on to say :— | ate a 

We have understood that because English rule is beneficial to our country, 
God has made the English people our rulers. We may have intelligence and 
education, but we are wanting in backbone, in the spirit of self-restraint and 
self-sacrifice. We are nothing but sensuous, avaricious creatures. God has, 


therefore, called the English people, who are possessed of truly human virtues, — 


from a distant country to rule India. Our duty now is to do such things as 
are calculated to help the cause of good government under British rule and 
make the peo le contented, God-fearing and self-restrained. This is why we 
do not criticise the Government’s policy of administration. We do not 
understand Sara and Self-Government, we do not realize the 

Legislative Councils and political rights. We make no distinction between 


Black men and White men. Wo want to see people doing their duties at their 
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own stations, If they fail in this, we strongly 1 otest and in doing so we 
make no distinction between White men and black men. Nevertheless, we 
have often said and shall still say that White officials, however bad they 
may be, are immensely superior to Black men. White officials never oppress 
on purpose, and are not easily swayed by the advice of wicked and syoo- 
phantic Black men. Moreover, a large-hearted Viceroy, like Lord Hardinge, 
now sits at the helm of the Government of India, and a courteous and 
sympathetic man,. like Lord Carmichael, is the Governor of Bengal. This 
is the time for speaking out the mind; this is the opportunity for heartily 
serving the rulers. : coe 
e know that our words find a sale—our loyalty and our love for the 
English people are liked by the people of the country. This is why the 
Nayak has innumerable subscribers and countless readers. But we do not 
know whether our writing is tasteful to officials. We shall know it to some 
extent at the time of changing our printer. The King is a god to us, and 
we ought not to find fault with the ruling race. We have the right to 
po ee the sorrows and grievances of the subject-people, and that is what 
we do. 
26. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 30th September writes that many of 
en the so-called Babu leaders play the part of spies. 
To give illustrations. The Boycott Resolution 
at the Provincial Conference, which sat in the Calcutta Town Hall, as 
ultimately adopted, took a form different from what it was drafted in at 
first. And this draft form was shown by a big Babu to Sir Edward Baker. 
Is this not despicable spying ? | 
Again, during the Bahr-Id riots, a so-called leader wrote to the present 
editor to write strongly in the Hitavadi about the riots. On the other hand, 
he spoke in a different sense to Sir Edward Baker and tried to prove his 


own innocence. After the Hitavadi had ceased to exist, this letter was shown 


to Sir Edward Baker. 

On the other hand, as subjects enjoying the protection of the Govern: 
ment, we owe it some duties too. Really loyal citizens must discharge these 
obligations. The rulers want to know what are the ideas prevailing in the 
minds of the people, who is meditating mischief, poisoning the minds of 


informed as to who were the people who were proclaming that salt and su 
contained cow’s blood; who were the people who were encouraging the 


of Swadeshs vows at the Kalighat temple, and soon, During the Swadesh: 


agitation, we found by experience that our Babus were saving their own 
skins and sacrificing the poor schoolboys, Then we knew that there was 


no safety for the country except in the existence of the British Government. 


Thus it is that we : 


(1) no longer point out the faults in the policy of Government, 
(2) accord our full support to Lords Hardinge and Carmichael, 
(3) do not talk high politics, 


(4) do not want to delude people with the vision of Colonial Self. 


Government, 
(5) protest againt luxury and European Civilsation as unsuited to us. 
(6) always seek to expose hypocrisy in politics, 
(7) expose individual cases of oppression and illegality on the part of 
subordinates, 


thereby ensuring the manning of the public service by good men who will 


make the Government popular, whether they be Europeans or Indians, The 


Nayak wants God-fearing, benevolent, fearless men to man the public service, 
no matter what the laws may be. This is what the people also want; Gov- 


ernment also wants this, and the Babus, in spite of numerous efforts, cannot 


stop this paper. If it is not what Government wants, let it 
and we shall no longer continue this policy. We shall test 
or two. 


students and so on. Loyalty thus required that Government should be 


2 a hint 
is in a day 


Narax. 
Sept. Wih 1918, 


tape 
al 
OW a t 3 * 
“>, 
—̃ — — ee 
2 2 * 7 5 
5 — ͤ 


9 er 4 2 PF * * * 5 — 0 


Wavyat, 


Sept. 20th, 1912, 


MosieM HAIR, 
Sept, 27th, 1912, 


( 1190 )- 


27. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 20th September quotes the follow 


ee as an anoymous letter received by it on Saturday 
ma letter to 0 : evening . be Vike Vie | 


% Notice.” 
« Notice is hereby given that unless you declare in your paper within ee 
week that— | ia 


(4) You will not use filthy abusive language towards the distinguished 
men of the 2 
4663) You will not scandalise respectable men and women and make 
sonal attacks out of malice. 
(e) You will not blackmail any one. 

46 (d) You will not use indecent and obscene language in your articles and 

prostitute journalism. 0 a 
44 (e, You will not act again as a Police spy. 

‘¢ You will be dealt with according to the decision of the Council and rest 
assured nobody will be able to save you. ä 

“The Council has no mercy on you, vulgar beast. 

‘6 Dated 27th September 1912.” 

Continuing, the paper writes: — 

We shall send this letter on to Sir Frederick Halliday. No matter who 
may have sent in the box of picric acid and bullets, there is no doubt in our 
minds that this letter has been sent to us by the luxurious Baboo class, 
We are receiving many such anonymous letters meant to frighten us. But 
we have not yet been frightened. For the dog that barks does not bite. 
The man who cannot come out into the open can never bite; but of course, 
he can hire gundas to assault ue. Anyway we are glad to see in this letter 
a proof that our attacks have struck home. And we shall go on undeterred 
by these threats with our attacks on the flimsy structure of Babudom. 

28. The Moslem Hitaisht {Calcutta} of the 27th September says that the 


| Hitavadi has transplanted itself into a God's 
ow vow not to slaughter | 1 because a number of butchers in the 
a Rohtak district of the Punjab are said to have 
taken the vow of refraining from slaughtering cows or selling beef. It dreams 
that the butchers of Calcutta also will follow the example of their brothers 
in Rohtak, and thus remove the main cause of ill-feeling between Hindus 
and Musalmans. Butchers in Calcutta are divided into two classes, namely, 
butchers dealing in beef and butchers dealing in mutton and so forth These 
two classes do not iutermarry and have no social connection with each other. 
What then will be the fate of beef-dealers if they give up their business ? 
Again, even now mutton and kid are selling at 8 or 9 annas per seer in the town, 
while the prioe of beef ranges from 13 anna to 6 annas. If, therefore, the sale 
of beef is abolished the price of mutton will rise to Re. 1 per seer. What will 
Hindus and Firingis then live on? Europeans again will never allow beef to be 
driven out of the market. If the Calcutta butchers refuse to carry on the trade, 
they will bring butchers from other 12 and thus keep up the supply of beef 
in the Municipal Market. The idea, moreover, that the Musalmans will ever 
eschew the habit of killing cows and eating beef is no better than a hallucina- 
tion. Already in Bengal 50 per cent. more cows are slaughtered now than 
used to be a few years ago. With the help of the police the Musalmans now 
slaughter cows in the Duvalhati Zamindari, the Kustia Subdivision, and many 
= of Jessore and other districts, where they could not do so before, The 
usalmans have now awakened to their own rights. What right have the 
Hindus to object to their food? Pig, tortoise and fish also are sacred to 
the Hindus, but they eat their flesh. Buffaloes are as much usefal to the 
Indians as cows, but the Hindus call them asuras and slaughter them. It is 
only the bovine species on which has strangely fallen all the sympathy 
of the Hindus. For that reason, however, Musalmans will not give up eating 
beef. What does it matter if the butchers of Rohtak give up selling 


beef? .The vast Musalman community will never be in want of beef for that 


reason, The Hindus have made much of the Amir’s speech at Delhi against 
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head-quasters, 
a ‘of the yamaha [Ranaghat of 
the 98th Sep Member, requests the. Government to construct a house 
for them in every suck town, and . them: halting allowances on the scale 


ean ae the Civil Service: 
83. r . e 1701 the 27th. September says that the 
D 4 of ge Dakshinaranjan Ghosh, Deputy 
oda Ban jen „ ol the head-quarters of 
, : — with the local mukhtars has been causing 
great loss aud incemtenie nes to parties. Moreover, Dakshina Babu insists on 
many parties making epplications before him, that they must bring pleadors 
for. g him in kine ib; their 
ro ar daes days after the filing of 
application fer.action under section. 107 of 


the Criminal Procedure Code, 


because the it failed to bring a pleader. The applicant then petitioned 
) ho sere the application back to Dakshina 
7 not required by Jaw er . le 85 


shal "be: lod e Dakshina B 


depositions, and. often takes the depositions. 
pplinations Recently, he returned an. 


Jenn. 


rares. 
Seps. S7th, 1918, 


VaBTavana, 
Bept.' 28th, 1913. 


Mostym HiTazaul, 


Bept. 87th, 1012 
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1 
14 Babu compels parties to engage pleaders d Of 1 irs in 
Ht the fee e by easel Igher than that of mukhtars, and the pl 
i‘ library is situate at a distance from the Oriminal Courts, . 
45 parties have to suffer great loss and inconveninee for havi 
instead 
drawn to the matter. 


| : 


Dagy Bassas 34. The European Defence Association, i to 
Sept. th IMS u. B B Miele 8 of India, has, e Daily 2 
tion’s letter. dura 1 


hes its full sympathy with 
defect, and considers enquiry 4 
But as regards the second point the question, it says, is 95 
Association having an eye on the Chief Justice, Justice Fletcher and 
high-souled jud ges, whose: impartial judgment in political cases have naturally 
ag in to the Europeans, The Association is quite wrong when it sa 
that persons ill-di towards Government have cause to consider. thi 
Calcutta High Court as their strong-hold. The fact is that some officers 
whose high-handed proceedings are being checked, regard it as their enemy. 
The Government is, therefore, that any attempt to destroy the 
independence of this tribunal would have an untoward effect on the people, 


bana use: 85. The passage “there is grave reason to fear that certain recent 
* 1 * „ Inudgments have not been devoid of political bias 
1 . te the letter evidently alludes, says the Daily 

Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 28th September, to political cases. To 

condemn a judgment founded on evidenee as not being devoid of political 


bias because of its contaning strictures on the doings of officials and not con- 
taining a sentence of punishment to the accused; is highly mean. If it does not 
cotstitute contempt of court, it is difficult to say what does. The writer of 
the letter should containly be prosecuted. If Europeans set such an ex 
of disrespect for the highest courts of justice to the Indians, these tribanals are 
suré to fall very much in their esteem. We now ask the Government of India 
to say if Government servants can be members of this Association. Art 
$6. There is another very curious ein the letter, says the same 
1 Joornal in its next day’s issue, vis., the Association 
: ig regrets that the Government officials in certain 
cases have been made defendants instead of prosecutors, which to the: paper 
means that the public should never have a right to complain against the 
officials, however high-handéd may be their doing | 


Dalty Sas pat 
Arens, 
Sept. eh, 1912. 


s. But it must be remembered 


that the sun of British dignity would set for ever on the very day any such 
law is made, and the faith and confidence in the British rule would disappear 


root and branch when the péople realize that they have not the slightest chance 
of redress for official high-handedness in that rule. : ir: 

It is a matter of ise and regret that the Government of India sees no 
objection to its officers being members of an association which throws mud at 


their highest court of justice, openly condemns their iu and thereb 
A che root of the India. 00 f 


y lays the axe at the root of the British rule in ap 
Dany Baazar 37. We have already noticed before, says the Bharat Mitra 
Oct. las, Un nde en , Calcutta] of the Ist October t the Govern- 


ment of India are ever ready to maintain the 
prestige of their Executive officers, but we have yet to see if they consider 
the asi, Md the judges of their courts also of. equal value. The Caleatts 
Euro ence Association’s bringing charges against the Hon’ble Chief 
Justice and Justice Fletcher in its letter to the Government is siniply 
unpardonable. It therefore behoves the Government of India to bring their 
self-conceited writers to the right path. Should they fail in this, their most 
im it duty, people will infer that the Government looks upon its judges 
contempt. e Hon'ble Court has certainly the ‘power to bring these 
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slip out of its han 


its impartiality ip out of it 
adi \ Caleutta) of the 27th September is 
3 Wendet te see that the In or- 0 


is being encouraged, by the Government itself having recent! to ar ta 
Je on the findings of High Court juiges. | . y begu 


(c)—Jasle. 


39. Recent scientific Getz 8 pate he e . nor “Pa 
cutta) of the eptember, that criminality 
pine bomb convicts in the a disease like insanity which should not be treated 
| with excessive rigour. It is according to this 
theory that prison-life in Europe has been made as much devoid of hardship 
as possible. Kind and considerate treatment of criminals in prisons is at 
nt the notable characteristic of European jail codes. The jail code in 
ndia also has been modified to some extent according to this principle, but 
= so much as it ought to be. To deter a person from pur uing a criminal 
ife is at 
case criminals in the Andamans are surely unable to do any further mischief. 
Under thezcircumstances, one would hardly believe that they are ill-treated in 
the settlement. The suicide of Indubhushan Ray, however, made the public 
suspicious in the matter, and their suspicion has been made stronger by the 
reported insanity of Ullaskar Dutta. No one of course believes that the 
risoners are ill-treated under orders from above. But it is not unlikely that 
ocal officials should ill-treat them in fits of anger and displeasure. n 
public suspicion has been roused in the matter, it is 2 that a commission 
should be ap 


dock 's reply to Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu’s question on this: subject is, 
however, most unsatisfactory. True, Lieutenant-Colonel Browning has said 
that only dissatisfied convicts complain of bad treatment. But the question is, 
are all the bomb convicts of this 
the Penal settlement, the of ill treatment lie 
his subordinates, so that his word ought not to be final in the matter. An 
independent enquiry is, therefore, 3 for eliciting the truth about the 
condition of the bomb prisoners in the Andamans. oa 
40. The Sanjay | mnie 15 the 13th Auer pat ung cca! shocked by 
5 o allegations published in engales newspaper 
tt ee ee ihe ae condition of the so-called politzoal 
ä risoners in the Andamans and h that in future 
the authorities will show a little more consideration for these poor convicts. 
41. Anent the report that Ullaskar Dutt, one of the Dg prisonersin the 
_ Andamans, has gone mad, the Rangpur Dskprakash 


Case of Ullaskar Dutt. [Kakina] of the 22nd September appeals to 


Government to release a selected number of these youths. Exemplary punish- 


ment has already been meted out to them, and the time has now come to try 
the effects of conciliation and kindness. 4 

42. Apropos of the petition made by the wife of Abinash Chandra 

og, Bhattacharyya, one of the bomb case convicts, to 

mn ome riet e wife's Lord Carmichael, the Bangevasi [Calcutta] of the 

ä | | 28th September expresses the hope that His 

Ecellency will soon enquire into the condition of Abinash Chandra Bhatta- 

charyya’s health and do the needful. : | | 

43, The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 27th September also express a hope 

Ibid. that appeal will not go in vain. 

The. 44. The Khalnavasi (Khulna) of the 28th 

September aleo expresses a similar hope. 


nt considered to be the main object of imprisonment. The bomb 


pointed to enquire into the wholo situation. Sir Reginald Orad - 


cription ? Moreover, as Superintendent of 
inst him and 
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(d) Auca tion. 
AHA, 46, Refering to the general agitation for the Moslem University, the 
Sept. unn. 4 1018, eS A1 Hilal [Calcutta] of the 22nd September writes: 
deen It has bees repeatedly urged that the self. 
sacrifice of the United Provinees and the Punjab, and the general. interest 


of the shopkeepers and ealtivators in contributing their quota to this Univ 
was the result of the earnestness of the Musalmans' in the cause of education, 
but nothing can be further from the truth. Few of the subscribers, far from 


feeling its necessity, could even say what their contribution was about. 


The agitation, however, was an evidence ef an swakening from a 
steep of inactivity, ready to iy. 
question of Moslem University prese , snd was eagerly 
caugh ect t u 
energy that was trying to find a vent to something usefuf Instieud of “Tetting te 

1 
slevp, aud there war vum chance of 


8 r. nes 
their taking to imitation in their drowsiness’; #0 the leadets avaled of the second. 
course. No improvement is possible till this parzsite of imitation ié shaken off. 
It is, however, satisfactory to see ee ee “on ‘alt sides. Up 
till now they bad no-poliey or voice of their own in politics. Certain influential 
members of the community guided the nation as they Hked, and ‘thé latter bfindly 
followed them. ‘Fhe actual strength lies with‘ the masses, aud thé’ true policy 
is that whieh originates from the head of the nation itself. | The nie 
of the virtuous ancestors was that we should depend on God and confide in 
Him alone, bat the leaders taught a different lesson, vis., to depend on and have 
faith in Government as being the deity that grants our requests and fulfils our 
wishes, a lesson quite opposed to the Holy text which says:— 
„Leaving God they have made others their deity, so that they may be 
oo respected, bat this can never be sv. Instead of doing them honour the deity 
: in refuse their prayers, and turu their enemy. : n 


« 


The case has changed now and the nation, seems tired of obeyi 


the 
orders (of the leaders), This is the first opportunity that the community in 
general has felt its powers, and instead of ono — the leaders has 


resolved to use its own head and limbs to reg 
augurs well for the natien.. _ de | 

If the Iesson that Hope imparts be received with an open heart, one cannot 
help wodecias Br ie FOREN time in which the.Light, of has been’ able: 
to shine forth and dispel the darkness of ages, There was.a time when the 


people used to submit to . of the leaders blindly, while now they are 
reluctant to obey even His Highness Sir Agha Khan who asked them to be 
thankful to Government for the modification of the Partition of Bengal, instead 
of being angry at it. Nobody was anxious to listen to what the late Maulvi 
Aziz Mirza said, nor is inclined to submit to the orders. of His Highness. 1 he. 
question of affiliation h ant 


has been even more importent in as muchas the issue: 
of the Press Communiqué gave rise to such a commotion among the Musalmans 
that the leaders found it impossible to keep it within what they considered 
reasonable bounds, and, instead of trying to make the „ 


its own affairs. So this 


1 down to 
their counsel, themselves lowered their head before them. This awakening no 
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doubt promises a‘fine morning of hope after a long dark night of despair. The 
aper is thankfal to God for having seen this first stage of national evolution 
efore its eyes. : : „ a a se 
47. The Al-Mudabbir (Patna) of the 23rd September quotes a passage 
from the Watan of ‘Lahore, in which it is said that 
the Comrade in one of its issues divulged a wonderal 
: ‘secret about the Moslem University, which is that 
the Government of India as well as the Muhammadan leaders, knew from 
before the Coronation that the Secretary of State for India was not in favour of 
affiliation, aud what Sir Harcourt Butler said in the last meeting of the 
Educationel Conference at Delhi was only to please the Muhammadans. Thus, 
the Comrade finds fault not only with the Muhammadan leaders but the 
Government as well, for not giving the information to the public. 
48. Referring to the rumour about a deputation of the leaders of -the 
Muhammadan community is going to England in 
connection with the Moslem University, the Aj- 
: Mudabbir NN of the 23rd September says that 
the Moslem University is really such a thing for which efforts should be made 
tothe best of one’s might and power. It would be much better if some 


Government and the Muhame 
madan leaders. 


Deputation for the Moslem 
University. 


Ann. 


At-MupDAsBIR, 
Bept, 28rd, 191 3. 


influential members of the community go to England, have a talk on the 


subject with the Secretary ‘of State and represent the whole case, and con- 
vincing him of the pressing needs of the Musalmans, induce him to grant their 
prayer. Would to God that the rumour be a true one, says the paper, and 
may the deputation go to England and be successful in its mission. It would 
be well, however, if, hefore starting, the deputation could secure a recommend- 
ation from the Government of India. ) : 55 
49. In a leading article on the wants of Bihar, the weekly Narad(Chapra } 
of the 28rd September gives prominence to educa- 
wae ae tion in which the Biharis are said to be most back- 
ward and says the system of University education, in vogue at present, is open 
to grave objection, being only superficial. The results of the Matriculation 
Examination show that the term which is meant to raise the standard of ability 
in the student has quite an opposite effect. There is now a t difference 
between the ability of a student who passed his Entrance Examination before 
the new regulation came into force, and of one who passes the Matriculation 
Examination in these days. No doubt, want of good grounding in elementary 
education is at the bottom of this disparity. The present system, however, 
is in need of thorough reform. The Examinations, though made terrible in 
. are quite unsubstantial specially in Bihar which is so back ward in 
education. 
50. The Moslem Hitatshi [Calcutta] of the 27th September regrets the 
Want of Maulvis in choc. Want Of Maulvis in schools to teach Arabic and 
ant of Mauivis in schools. Persian to Musalman students. It is this want 
which compels them to read Sanskrit, and thus makes them Hinduised in 
ideas and sentiments. It is a pity that the Musalmans of the sountry should 
be thus denationalised through a fault in the system of public education. 
Conmnmest is requested to appoint a second Mavlvi in every Government 
school. ; 
51. The Mosiem Hitaisht 3 of the 27th September regrets that 
Wanted aid fors schock in the the Middle English School at Sangrampur, under 


Kriegt. the Magrahat Thana in the 24-Parganas distriet 
. the only school in the locality established with 
indefatigable labour by Munshi Achhiruddin Molla, receives no aid from the 


Government, The attention of the Divisional Inspector of Schools is drawn 
to the matter, | ; 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


52. The Bangavasi 9 ve ban 1 is glad re Lord 
armichael will hold a Conference at Darjeeling 
The water scarcity Conference, for considering the water-scarcity problem. 


Naas. 
Sept. 28rd, 1918. 


Most Hrratem. 
Sept. 27th, 1913. 


Mostsx Hitatsur, 
Sept, 27th, 1912, 


BAaNGavast, 
Sept. 2th, 1918, 


NaYak, 
Sept. s5th, 1922, 


Bareavasi, 
Sept. 28th, 1912, 


MzD1y1 BANDEAY, 


Sept, 29rd, 1918, 


Mosi HiTareny, 


Sept. Y th, 1918. 


Hinpd: BanGavast, 


_ RANGPUR 
DIKPRAKASH, 


Bept. 2nd, 1912. 
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53. The Nayak Calcutta] of the 25th September writes that it is not 
enough for purposes of health that there should be 
The water scarcity Conference. an adequate supply of pure drinki water. It 
should be pure and, further, its natural qualities should not be injured, as in 
the process of filtration connected with water-works. Further, water-works 
are very expensive. The money required for the water-works of a single 
town is enough to provide tanks or wells for the supply of water to a whole 
district. 


54. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 28th September speaks of the 

ramount importance of correct statistics of 
R vital mortality from different diseases in the country, 

. and suggests the following two means by which 
such statistics may be obtained :— 


(1) The creation of a new department under the Government, for the 
purpose, manned by experienced, educated and God-fearing men. 


l N of the panchayet system in such a way as to ensure the 
appointment of able and honest men as panchayets. 


55. The Medini Bandhav Midnapore] of the 23rd September eagerly 
awaits the decision of the Government of India 


Adulteration of food-stuff. on the question of adulteration of articles of 


food. 
56. The Moslem Hitatshi [Calcutta] of the 27th September takes the 
, Hindu correspondent of the Sanjivané severely to 
Nomination of Musalman can task for his heartburning at the nomination of five 
— „ Serezgan! Musalmans and one Hindu as Commissioners of the 
Serajganj Municipality (see Report on Native 
Papers, dated the 28th September, paragraph 36), and accuses Hindus of using 
unfair means in elections for boards of Local Self-Government with the object 
of keeping Musalmans out, and trying to monopolise all benefits for their own 
community. Does the Hindu correspondent mean to say that all Musalmans 
are uneducated, and every Musalman Commissioner or member is bound to be 
worthless ? Should the Musalmans be deprived of their just rights because 
they are behind Hindus in point of education ? 


57. Referring to the appointment of two Europeans and one Indian as 
. ee hag Muzaffarpur District Board . 
ppointment of members inthe the place of the previous members who were a 
en ee wee: — a the Hindi Bangavasi Calcutta] of the 
30th September says that the Magistrate’s action has created great consterna- 
tion in Muzaffarpur. It is said the people mean to call a meeting with a 
view to apply to Government for introducing the elective system in the 
district, for the appointment of members for the District and Local Boards. 
The authorities are the ma bap of the people and should not, therefore, do 

anything that would give pain to them. 


58. The Rangpur Dikprakash| Rangpur] of the 22nd September writes 
Autonomy of District Boards ™ English aR 
a te _ The official element dominates the constitution 
of the local and District Boards, sways their deliberations completely, allows 
them no power of initiative, keeps them in fact as the dwarfed trees of 
Japanese culture grown in tiny pots decades and decades old, but no better 
than stunted curiosities in the field of horticulture. This is exactly the case 
with our District Boards which remain, for all practical purposes, as they were 
„improved during the time of Lord Ripon, although various other institu- 
tions during this time have undergone a progressive change. But a little 
reflection will be enough to show that the expansion of our Legislative 
Councils and the larger powers that have been given to them will, ina 
measure, compel the constitution of the District Boards being liberalised and 
their powers enhanced. For, to give greater powers of criticism, suggestion 
and debate to the non- official element in the Legislative Councils and to keep 
the District Boards in a moribund condition is well-nigh an impossibility. In 
the administration of a country one set of institutions cannot be liberalised, 
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and another set of more or less similar institutions denied the benefit of reform 
and progress, This is the law of nature everywhere, and even the Indian 
Government cannot escape it. So, although we are confident: that the time 
cannot be far off when our District Boards will become more real self- 
governing bodies, there are nevertheless grounds why this change should 
be b t about without any further delay intervening; and these reasons 
we shall set forth in brief. 

In the first place, since the „ 1 N of the village community 
system, no attempt has been made to replace it and the result so far has been 
disastrous in several ways, to the well-being and prosperity of the country. In 
the place of that system the British Government introduced the village 
oficial system as a part and parcel of the system of centralization, with the 
consequence that village autonomy was blotted out of existence and from 
top to bottom nothing but official control and official initative came to prevail. 
The control and initative in regard to village affairs, which in the main 
proceeded either directly from the top of the bureaucratic system or was 
in harmony with the spirit of that system even when it proceeded from the 
lower strata of the official hierarchy, proved so unsympathetic, hurtful apd 
obnoxious to the best interests of village adminstration that rural prosper- 
ity began to steadily go down, until at last flourishing villages have become 
cultivable lands merely, without that thriving rustic population engaged in 
different village industries, forming the real blackbone of the nation at large. 
The villages of to-day are by no means what they were even a century ago, 
each possessing its own community which was slef-contained and autonomous, 
and which looked after its own needs and contributed, in addition, to the 
prosperity of the country. If we should resuscitate rural life and rural pros- 
— once again, the only means open to us is to make Local and District 

oards real, living autonomous bodies, and not allow them to remain the 
effete, lifeless show of painted figures on the walls of official chambers. The 
are not, as they are at present, even animated moving pictures on a well- 
lit canvas. They are no more than fresco paintings on the walls of official 
chambers. This state of things must cease to exsist at the earliest possible 
day. The entire construction of District and Local Boards must be com- 
pletly and radically changed. A District Board must have not only a 
nonofficial majority, but these non-official members must, by far the 
largest majority, be elected by the land-holders paying a certain minimum 
revenue to the Government, and literate persons having certain educational 
qualifications and local trade guilds. The nominated non-official members 
and the ez-oficto official members ought not to be more than a third of 
the total number of members, and non-official nomination should be chiefly 
confined among important minorities in the districts. The President of 
the Board should be a non-official elected member, in whose election the 
ex-offieio official members should not vote. The Collector may be given 
powers of inspection and suggestion in regard to the affairs of the Board, 
and the sanction of the Government may be required in certain matters of 
revenue and expenditure. Subject to these provisions, the District Board must 
have entire control of the administration of the local funds in regard to 
matters that affect the district as a whole, or parts of it as cannot be dealt 
with. by a Local Board. The constitution of the Local Boards, i. s., village and 
Taluq boards should also be on similar lines, A group of District Boards 
no more than three in number, should have the privilege of a a member 
to the oe, Council of the 123 to represent the landed and 
agrioultural interest of the group. A District Board as a unit in the electorate 
must necessarily be more in touch as a body with the needs of the district, 
discussing them from day to day, than individuals who are empowered to vote. 
In a country: like India, institutional representation cannot be done away with, 
and a good deal has to be achieved through institutional representation, before 
direct representation is resorted to. Direct representation, as in the ease of 
the avaiditas of the University of a province, is highly desirable, but it is 
not given now. In the case of rural and municipal interests, institutional 
representation is both desirable and necessary and ought to be resorted to, in 
dition to the insufficient representation now given tothe landed aristocracy 
of the country. 
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(9)—Raitways and communications including canale and irrigation, - 


59. Referring to the meeting of European merchants on Monday last to 
consider a resolution praying Government to 
increase rolling-stock on Indian railways, as its 
shortage is causing them loss, the Hindi Bangavasi (Oalcutte} of the 20th 
September says that the reeolution means that no matter if the Indian trade 
is ruined, ignorance in the country continues as it is, and the number of 
wagons must be increased to facilitate the rt of raw article and the import 
of foreign manufactured goods. The hardships of the third-class passengers 
need no relating, as being known to all third-class travellers. — 

In these circumstances, no man with a heart can deny the need of an 
increase in the number of this class of carriages. It is ho Government 
would not take any action on the resolution, a copy of which has been sent 10 
them, in a way as would prejudice the interests of the Indians, . 

, 60. The Tsppera Guide [Comilla} of the 24th September writing in 
' English, draws the attention of the Assam-Bengal 
A Railway authorities to the inadequacy of accom- 
modation of the Intermediate class passengers in the trains up and down 
Comilla station. The improved Inter- class carriage is now and then provided 
no doubt. But what we urge is that each train must have a carriage of that 
type. for the suitable accommodation of the gentlemen and ladies. There will 
be rush of passengers during the pwpa, and we most earnestly request the 
Traffic Manager to see to the removal of their grievanee. 

The other matter to which we draw the attention of the Railway 
authorities is that the Inter passengers who travel less than 100 miles in the 
Assam-Bengal line alone, are not as a rule privileged to enjoy the concession 
rate of fare. The through passengers from Brahmanbaria, akhaura, Tarapur, 


Increase of rolling stock. 


Comilla, Laksham, and otber important stations who book for Benares, Pari, 


etc., are not even allowed the reduced rate in the Acsam- Bengal Railway. 
They have to travel up to Goalundo in ordinary rate tickets, aad have to 
purchase concession tickets at Goalando, which indeed is a troublesome job. 
We request that a special concession should be made by the Traffic ager, 
Assam-Bengal Railway, in allowing all the Inter passengers concession rate, 
should their aggregate journey by this and other Railways be 100 miles or 
more in all. Sach a concession will not in fact be to the disadvantage of the 
Railway Company, as a larger number of passengers will be attracted to travel 
by the Inter glass should the reduced rate be given to them. 
61. The Hitavadi ee of oe ches 8 2 to the —— 
ie o Arab, lately decided by the High Court, who 
—_—_ was held to have rightly objected to forced. 
to vacate a Railway compartment not previously marked as reserved, in order 


as 
thet it might be so reserved after he had been made to vacate it; aad hopes 
that the Railway authorities will henceforth di e such arbitrary conduct 
on the part of their subordinates as this Arab was subjected to. l. 
62. A corvespondent writes to the Sanſiauns [Calcutta] of the 24th 
aaa September to relate how, on the 17th instant, the 
seven month old child of Babu Lalu Go 
Mukherji, Hospital Assistant at the Kuch Bihar Raj Hospital, died of 
cation while lying in the arms of its mother inside a eabin for females on the 
Ferry Steamer at Sara Ghat. It was either the intense heat inside the eabin 
a * primed atmosphere there caused by over-crowding, whieh eaused 
* 

The correspondent concludes by dwelling with indignation on the laxi 
on the pest of the Railway and + MBs 83 in this country, which 
permit such dangerous over-crowding. 

63. The Nayak [Caloutta] of the 30th ber, also refers to the 

Tid. above incident calling the cabin in which the death 
es took place, a “floating black-hole” and makes 
similar remarks on the urgent necessity of preventing over-crowding an 
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64. Referring to the accident of the 13th September, while the morning 
| passenger train was running between Semariaghat 
and the Barauni Junction Stations on the Bengal 
| . North-Western Railway, in which a Bengali woman 
jumped out of her carriage following one of her children who had fallen 
owing to the sudden opening of the entrance door, the Mithila Mshir 
[Darbhanga } of the 28th September, asks why the train was not stopped when 
the other inmates of the carriage gave the alarm by pulling the chain over and 
over again. 2 a 
65. Referring to the Lee of Mr. 5 ee the Station Master of 
ö uzaffarpur, in what is alleged to be .unnecessaril 
Nb. Western Haus. 81 prosecuting two sons of Babu Laliteshwar Sing 
of Darbhanga, with a view to harass them, the 
Mithila Mihir 1 of the 28th September says, that this is not the 
first time that Mr. Rogers has been found acting in this way and thereby 
earning bad name for the Bengal North-Western Railway. As he does not 
behave with Railway passengers properly, Mr. Rogers should either be 
transferred to some other station or made to retire on pension. 

66. The Rangpur Diprakash [ Kakina } of the 22nd September, complains 
of the want of a waiting-room for females at Kakina 
station on the Bengal-Dooars Railway. 
67. ‘The Sri Sri Vishnu 4 * 3 ga 3 [Caloutt a] of the 

ö 26th September has the following complaints 

The Hooghly-Ketwe le.. inet the management of the Hooghly-Katwa 
Railway :— | | 
(1) The number of trains is very small. 
8 There are no through trains between Howrah and Katwa. 

(8) The train on the East Indian Railway which correspond to the down 
night train from Kat wa does not wait for the arrival of the latter at Hooghly 
when it comes late. ae 

(4) The want of fencing along the rail-ruad leads to serious accidents ; 
recently a man and a woman were run over and killed. 

68. A correspondent of the Moslem Hitaishi [Calcutta] of the 27th 
September says that the diversion of the course 
of the Dhurunga river in the Chittagong district 
and its am tion with the Halda river about 
15 years ago, have done the two-fold evil of robbing the fertility of the exten- 
sive tracts of land which formerly used to be deluged by the Dhurunga and 
water-logging the places which formerly used to be properly drained by the 
Halda, because the velocity of the current of the Dhurunga is so great that it 
stems back the current of the Halda and usurps the entire channel of the latter 
below the confluence. Once when the District Magistrate visited the Phatik- 
chari thana, through which the rivers flow, the local people assembled ina 
body before him and prayed for the construction of an embankment for 
preventing the Dhurunga from flowing in its new channel. But the Magistrate 
rejected their prayer saying that Government had no money. Since then no 
Magistrate had taken the trouble of taking up the question in earnest. The 
Phatikchhari thana has never sent a member to the District Board so that its 
grievance is not heard there. There is none also in the Legislative Council 


The accident on the Bengal 
North-Western Railway. | 


A Railway complaint. 


The Dhurunga river in the 
Chittagong district. 


to bring the matter to tho notice of Government. Consequently, while 


Government is spending large sums of money on canals in the Hooghly and 
Dacca districts, the sore grievance of the poor inhabitants of Phatikchharri 
remains unheeded, 


(h)— General, 


69. The Samay (Calcutta) of the 27th September writes that the coming 
3 together of eight thunderbolts ( ashéc-bajra) is a very 
we „4 according to Hindu Mythology—and 
always heralds a great change. Recently in Bihar 

and Orissa, there hasbeen such a combination of eight thunderbolts, namely, the 
Khan Bahadur Muzhar-ul-Hukk, Rai Lal Mohan Guha Bahadur, Mr. D. Weston, 
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Mr. Lyall, Mr. Hammond Mr. Garvett, Mr. Forest and Mr. Vernede. Such a 
combination cannot be lasting. . Everybody knows how popular these men are, 
but strange to say they areinow all serving in the same province. 
70. With'a view Ren a the: 5 oe the in ete light of 
. ublished in a recent issue of the. Jad; 
The Heil Mardin c, Gaesette, and tol see if. the Than has been — 
treated by the authorities df the Frontier Province the Daily Rkarat Mitra 
Calcutta } of the 27th: September ry ag ita first, of a series of articles with a 
istory of the case from the time of the complaint lodged by the Sister Superior 
ot the St. Joseph Fondling Home, Bombay and ends with the judgment of the 
Bombay High Court acquitting the Than and his alleged accomplices. _ 
71. In its issue of the 29th September; the Day Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] 
* Bek r eriticises the action of: the Government of India in 
ibd. —_..» xe¢he marginally-noted case as follows:— — , 
The Government of India have tried to refute the. arguments: of the 
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Davar, in which the action of the Frontier Province police 
has been strongly criticised by him from his seat on the bench of the High 
Court of Bombay, | Dividing the charges against the police into three parts, 
the Government has commented on them in a way which is open to no 
Government or any ligh authority except the Privy Council, but with this 
point we shall deal later on. The three divisione are, (1) the treatment 
accorded to the Khan Bahadur in the Frontier Frovinces was disrespectfu) ; 
(2) the proceedings of the officers of that Prowince are inexplicable; this 
charge may be, further subdivided, into three: parts, viz., the evidence of the 
girls was not enough to justify arrest; the girls were not quite displeased,with 
the conduct of the Khan, even — he did not behave well; (3 the girls 


did not complain against the Khan’s conduct to anybody and would not 
have agreed to return to Bombay, if the Superintendent of Police had not 
alarmed them by saying that the Khan Bahadur had no wife. In the end, 
Justice Mr. Davar declared the whole proceedings as illegal and high- handed. 
As for the argument that the Deputy Commissioner of Peshawur had good 
reasons for refusing bail to the Khan Bahadur, there was no ground, says the 
paper, considering the antecedents; age, state of health and previous service 
of the accused, for the fear that the Khan would escape to Afghan territory. 
The other argument of tampering with ‘witnesses is equally worthless, for 
the accused could make a bad use of his money while in custody too. 

72. In its third article on the case, the Daily) Bharat- Mitra {Calcutta} 
| bootf the Ist October criticises’ the aétion öf the 

authorities in not discharginguthe Khan on bail 

and keeping him in custody for nine days. The paper writes: — 

There was no ground for not letting off the Khan on bail. The reason 
adduced by the Deputy Commissioner of Peshawar in justifying the course 
taken by him cannot stand the test of public opinion. Their worthlessness 
has already been shown in our previous issue. His not being produced before 
the Deputy Commissioner immediately after arrest has been very irregular in 
the eyes of the law but the reason advanced for it, though not convincing, may be 
adinitted as true. The presumption of the Khan’s not saying anything of 
importance before he was given an opportunity to say his say, strikes one as 
very curious. : 

The Deputy Commissioner cannot be blamed if we lack the intelligence 
to understand his motive for refusing bail, and at the same time not acting as 
required by law. As to the Government of India’s remarks that the Khan was 
“iu no wey prejudiced by the technical irregularity which had been 
committed, it may be pointed out that the public do not view the 

technical irregularity ” in the same light as the Government do, for it is on 
such irregularities that the Indian and British Courts of justice generally 
discharge an accused brought before them. 


As for the consideration shown to the Khan while in custody, Justice 
Davar’s remarks regarding indiginities do not perhaps refer to his treatment 
zu jail but to his arrest without a charge and detention in custody for nine days. 


We have already shown that the Government of India has not been able to 
prove the falsity of this charge. ie, She 
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73. After having shown the hollowness of the grounds on which the 
i Government of India tried to refute ths arguments 
off Mr. Justice Davar in our issue of the previous 

day we would, says the Daily Bharat. Mitra Calcutta] of the 2nd ctober, 
now proceed to examine whether the arrest wes reasonable. The Government, 
in answer to the argument of Mr. Justice Davar regarding (I) the statements 
of the girls, (II) their living oontentedly at Rawalpindi. and (III), the Khan’s 
arrest on ‘‘nobody’s complaint,” say that they are entirely at variance with 
the learned judge’s views in this connection. What a nice example of regard 
for one’s Court of justice! Would there be auy wonder if the public come to 
regard the tribu as almost worthless when they see the Government 
of India showing their want of faith in it in such a serious matter? In 
England, opinions expressed by courts on evidence produced before them are 


regarded as gospel truths by the rulers, and if they differ from such opinion 


in consideration of public interest the Ministers try to aniend the law. Not 
even the Prime Minister of England has ever dared to say that he is at 
variance with the views of the judge; but we see the Govuerninéent of India 
are, poring as- the: grandmamma of the High Court, contradicting the views 
expressed by it. The dignity of the High Court lies in the fact that every 
one, except the Privy Council, has to submit to its decrees; but the Government 
of India, by laying the axe at this dignity, mean to destroy its prestige altogether. 
What is the consequence of this, lixely to be? | 
Proceeding, the Government of india say that the two young girls were 
taken many hundred miles frum their homes to be made the victims of 
indecent overtures ef an old aman,” tte. 
Such a travesty of justice!) Such a disrespect to- a British court of 


* 


justice! Such a serious charge against a judge appointed by the King 
y 


Emperor himeelf, and that charge brought the Government of India! 
We cannot help remarking here What can be more astonishing than this?“ 
Every impartial und thoughtful man on reading the comments (of the Govern- 


Daity Buarat 
MiTRa, 


October 8nd, 1913, 


ment of India) cannot but say that the Government of India try to prove by 
to 


showing temper what they cannot do by arguments. But the (Sanskrit) poet 
never meant the line (which means the rest should be made up by ra 
apply to such serious occasions or to such high Hon’ble administrators. The 
Government of India taking hold of the remarks of the learned judge ‘no 
reflection on the good character of the girls” have built up a poem on it 
to prove the misapprehension of the judge, bat his remrks evidently ‘refer to 
their character and vot ‘truthfulness. If the judge has declared the character 
of the girls to be good, he has in the passage next above it said that the 
accused leave the court without a stain on their character“ but the Govern- 
ment want to contradict this passage by the previous one. This is what may 
be called perversity of judgment. te GS 5 
74. The Hitavadi [( Calcutta) of the 27th September quotes a passage 
W from the recent despatch on the Hoti Mardan case 
a with witnesses in that „it is à common Indian experience that 
i , enlargement on bail is used by wealthy and 
powerful persons to bribe and ittimidate witnesses” and calls this a serious 
reproach on the Indian. Where are the proofs to substantiate it? Will 
Government state specific cases in illustration? Does Mr. Ali Imam support 
such an abuse of Indians? Are we, as a weak and subject race, to be abused 
for nothing? Let Government adduce proofs or its statement is bound to be 
challenged by the publi . 
75. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 27th September writes that the case 
of Rajendra Narain Singh of Bhagalpur lately 
e Bihar decided by the High Court, discloses how it has 
asm. become a habit with district officers in Bihar to 
demand that Zamindars in their districts should employ European managers. 
This is an illegal interference with the liberty of the subject on the part of 
officials, which should be promptly put down by Sir Charles Bayle 7x. 
76. The Ttppera hs mad of the 24th September writes in 
, Knghshi— ke 


n care Ret We have in these columns repeatedly venti- 


lated the people's wishes to create a Subdivision at or near about Muradnagar. 


A glance at the District Map will shew that the town of Comilla is situate at 
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( 1908 ) - | 
a corner of the district. The people of the western portion, numbering about 
five lakhs, have to come up to the town always for transacting their business 
The difficulties of the long journey throughout the whole year and of 
accommodation in this town, are very great. We hope the authorities will 
help the people of the western parts of the district by starting a new Sub- 
division at Muradnagar or in any other central place. | 
77. Referring to the agitation of the Bengalis for securing a right to 
the graduates of the Calcutta University to return 
one member to the Legislative Council, the Daily 
Bharat Mittra [Calcutta] of the 2nd October asks if the Bihari graduates 
will be allowed to take part in the election. If not they should be given 
similar rights in regard to their own province. 
78. Referring to Mr. Webb’s letter in answer to the communication from 
Simla about the Reserve Fund the Daily Bharat Miira 
int . on Secretary of — of the 2nd October observes that the 
: vernment of India are doing harm to this country 
by keeping their Reserve in England in two ways. In the first place, our 
money has been removed to a foreign country and has been available to 
foreign merchants on easy rates of interest, and secondly, it helps the foreign 
merchants to ruin our trade. Could this be possible in a self-governing 
country. 
79. The Muhammads 1 of the 28th September ex presses dissatis- 


: taction at Government's reply to th 
Holidays for Musalmans. 3 1 * ply the question 


Graduate's right of election. 


the Hon'ble Mr. Ghazanavi in the 
Supreme Legislative Council, about. grant of holidays to Musalmans on 
occasions of their religious festivities. ‘The principle that no particular class 
of people should get holidays on occasions of their religious festivities ought 
not to apply to the case of the Musalmans, who next to the Hindus form the 
bulk of the population of the country. 


IIT ,—LEGIsLATION. 


80. Referring to the two Bills against white slave traffic and the training 


of girls for prostitution, the Basumats [Calcutta] 


The Bills for vention of hes 
white slave traffic — protection of the 28th September says: 


of ile The Hindu science of polity recognises prosti- 

tution as an unavoidable evil that requires to be 
carefully guarded and kept under certain restraints. So long as lust and luxury 
will influence human nature, prostitution will be an incurable sore on the social 
body. If it is suppressed on the surface, it will rankle witbin and seriously 
endanger the very life of the society. Feeling this, the ancient Hindu sages 
recognised prostitution as a regular meaus of livilihood, framed rules for the 
mental and moral culture of prostitutes, and gave them a definite place in 
society. As regards Devadasis, they are in principle what nuns are in Roman 
Catholicism, if not better. They represented the highest form of devotees of 
Shrikrishna, dedicating their all, body and soul, to their Most Beloved. It is 
only the present degenerated times which have made prostitutes of them. 

. Now the question is, how will the prostitutes and Devadasis earn their 
livilihood if they are kag ay from pursuing the profession in which they 
have been trained. They in fact form a caste having prostitution as their 
caste profession, and live under social rules guiding and regulating the sinful 
habits of their life. If now this profession of theirs is made unlawful, and 
thus the salutary disciplinary influence of these rules are withdrawn, will not 
their sinful nature assume the most dangerous proportions and gnaw the vitals 
of the society ? Man has always found means of evading laws made by man, 
so that prostitutes there will be in the society, in spite of all legislation, and that 
in a very N form. In London prostitutes are not allowed to stand as 
such on public roads, but they have not given up the public road on that 
account. They take in their hands some such trifling things as match boxes, 
and display their charms in open on the pretext of selling them. In London 
the number of brothels bas diminished, but there have come into existence 
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ö hotels, restaurants and coffe-houses, which are no better than 
rothels. ea ge ee hea gf 
Moreover, English educated men in India form an infinitesimal minority 
in the popolution of the country. Will then English ideas be a preciated in 
this country ? Will the introduction of English laws do good to this country? 
These are matters for cool and careful consideration. 

81. The Daily Bharat Mitra {Calcutta} of the 26th September welcomes 
and supports the Bill introduoed the other day in 
we the Imperial Council by the Hon’ble Mr. Dadabhai 
of Nagpur, as of all the bills introduced in that Council on that day it was the 
most important having for its object the protection of Indian women, 2,500,000 
of whom are to be found at present leading a life of immorality. The number, 
though far less than in European countries, is oe and alarming enough in the 
eyes of the Hindus. The penal clauses of the Bill have also its entire approbation 
for they are meant to punish the libertine. §. | Vu 

It would, however, have the sub-clause which relates to intercourse 
with consent with a girl of between 12 and 16 years of age, expunged, since 
no girl, unless of an unfortunate class, will give ber consent for an intercourse 
with her. The other ‘non-official members, the paper hopes, will draw the 
attention of the Government to the above and have the sub-clause omitted with 
the consent of Mr.-Dadabhai.. ... -.. 

82. The Dai Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 27th September hopes that 
5 the Local Governments to whom the marginally- 

n noted Bill has been sent for opinion, will display 
more intelligence and regard for public weal than before, so that the Bill may 
not meet with the same fate as Mr. Gokhale's Education Bill. 

83. The Daily Bharat Mitra { Calcutta] of the 26th September noticed in 

Trallie in girls. tits issue of yesterday the report of the Government 
| „ of the United Provinces relating to the kidnapping 
of girls from Dehra Dun and some other districts and their sale in the Punjab, 
and says that it may be a new offence, as the report avers, in those . districts 
but it is a surprise that Government should not be aware of hundreds of girls 
being taken away from a single village of the Garhwal district and sold in 
Shikarpur and other places to old men, who sometimes die on their way home. 


Proteetion of Women, 


Besides, the girls being of a cold elimate die a premature death when brought 


to the plains. Now, that the matter has. been brought to the notice of the 
Government will it take steps to stop this evil traffic! eee 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


rowing cultivation of jute in Bengal, the Sri Srs 
3 ing oulti. Vin Hripa. o- Ananda Basar Pairika [Calcutta } 
wo u. of the 26th September wonders what will be the 
result of the failure of the paddy crop for two 
successive years in case the cultivation of jute should go on increasing at 
the present rate for some time longer. The money which a cultivator gets 
by the sale of paddy he invariably epends off. But had he stacks of paddy in 
his house, he would be saved from dire distress in bad years. Moreover, a 
bumper jute crop may cause great loss.to the cultivator by lowering the price 
of the commodity. Again, the growing cultivation of jute is killing the date 
palm cultivation, and consequently the date sugar industry in the country. 


84, Referring to the g 


J 


VI.—MIsceLLaneous. 


85. Can the proclamation of Her late Majesty Queen Victoria, asks the 
Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the Ist October, 
2 1 1 be responsible for the treatment, which is no better 
than that accorded to a slave, received by the Indian British subjects in Africa 
and other: British colonies? In India, even a European thief may possess arms 
but not an Indian Banker or other wealthy person. What isthe cause of this 
difference of treatment ? , , | | 2 
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_ Anené the preparations for the Viceroy’s State entry into Delhi nex 
: ag winter, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the Arth 
The State entry into Delhi. Se pt ember writes: 3 
If our rulers like to imitate the pomp and circumstance of the old Badshahs 
will they come, in time, to be fond also of the old Khos-ra” like the 
old Badshahs ? : eo ) | 
87. The Samivani [Calcutta] of the 26th September cannot understand 
why Lord Hardinge is trying to imitate Lord 
he State entry into Delhi. Curzon and favour pomp and show, as in the case 
of making a State entry into Delhi. Even though no Raysuya Tajna is held on 
this occasion on the lines of the past, it is an event bound to make itself felt 
in the history of India. 
88, Referring to the letter addressed to the Pioneer by Professor Ram 
Charan Chatterjee, M. A., late Extra Assistant Com- 
missioner in the Central Provinces and now a 


Supreme Court at Delhi. 


Professor in the Scottish Churches College, in which he proposed the establish- 


ment of a Supreme Court of Appeul at Delhi on the ground that litigants would 
be saved the trouble and expense of carrying their case to England, the Daily 
Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 26th September says that the proposal if accepted 


would mean additional expenditure to Government without bringing any relief 


to the Indians, as there will be an appeal in almost every case decided by the 
High Courts here. It would also lower the prestige of these Courts. The 
paper, therefore, cannot support the above proposal. | 

89. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th September speaks of the 

disappointment caused to Bengalis be the recent 
official statement in Council that the Government 
of India does not at present contemplate any 
further territorial readjustments. The disappointment is all the keener 
because of the joy caused by the undoing of the Partition. Of course, the 
joy caused by that measure was a great deal discounted by the grief cansed by 
the transfer of the Capital to Delhi. Nevertheless, the Bengali concealed their 
grief and gave a joyous welcome to the King-Emperor, Since then, howgver, 
there has been tad Crewe’s statement about the impossibility of India ever 
being granted Self-Government ; and now to cap all, there comes this state- 
ment of Sir R. Craddock, dashing all the hopes cherished so long by Bengalis 
of a complete union of the entire Bengali-speaking population. 

Cannot the authorities realize the ill-effects of these repeated disappoint- 
ments on the public mind? Is it their idea that, as the demand of the 
Bengalis for the annulment of the Partition of their country has been met, 
the Bengalis have no reason to complain whatever fresh mischief may be 
inflicted on them? Is it the fault of the Bengalis that they are intelligent and 
educated and able to take care of their own interests ? | 

We are sorry to see Government gradually abandoning a policy which in 
a short time succeeded in establishing peace in the country. If no further 
territorial changes are contemplated, why was a reference made in the famous 
despatch of August 1911 to the possibility if such changes ? 

Government is greatly mistaken if it thinks that, with the transfer of the 
Capital, Bengali agitation has ceased to count as a living force. So long as 
we have the King-fmperor’s promise to go upon, we shall continue pressing 
this question of incorporating the outlying Bengali-speaking areas in the 

Bengal Presidency. Evidently, Government does not wish that there should 
be any cessation of agitation on our part. Let Government take note of the 
repeated disappointments caused to the public mind by Lord Crewe’s dictum 
about the impossibility of Self-Government for India, by his decision about 
the scope of the Aligarh and Benares Universities, and by this announcement 
that no more territorial changes are contemplated. It cannot be a wise and 
popular policy repeatedly to dash popular expectations to the ground. 

90. The Charu Mihir [ Mymensingh } of the 24th September writes that 

: Lord Hardinge is gradually losing the good name 

he acquired by undoing the Partition of Bengal. 
His Excellency’s famous despatch of August 1911 
22 high hopes of a new chapter being opened in Indian history. The 
g-Emperor’s visit, his sympathy towards Indians, and his words of hope, 


Some recent Government acts 
and their effect. 


Lord Hardinge and some recent 
Government acts. f 
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foreshadowed a bright future for India. Lord Hardinge’s words in fact led us 
to expect a generous infusion of the liberal element in the policy of the 
Government of India under his regime, | 

But unhappily things have occurred to dash these high hopes to the 
ground. n predominance still continues unimpaired in every branch of 
Government. These Civilians, though ing many virtues, are generally 
narrow-minded and autocratic and unwilling to part with power. ‘hey, 
therefore, naturally feel agitated when it is proposed to give any new power to 
Indians, which means so much less power for them. And agitation among 
Civilians is not a thing that can be ignored by ang body. Lord Ripon, in spite 
of the best wishes to promote the welfare of the Indians, was baffled by the 
opposition of these Civilians and Anglo-Indians generally. In fact, no 3 
expects any Viceroy to rise superior to Civilian influence, Will Lord Hardinge, 
for example, be able to retain for long the spirit of mind which led him in hi 
despatch on the Delhi changes to foreshadow Provincial Self-Government, 
which will mean a diminution of Civilian influence? Probably not. His 
Excellency, too, seems to have succumbed to Civilian influence, judging from 
the recent official replies in Council regarding compensation for Mr, Clarke and 
the separation of the Judicial and Executive functions. 


91. The Midnapore Hitatshi (Midnapore] of the 28rd September writes Ampaarons Hir anni, 


that it may be fearlessly claimed for King George 

wa ——— his present representative in Bengal, that they 

are giving fo the people a rule equal in excellence 

to the ideal rule of King Ram Chandra; so they deserve the reverence, 

devotion and gratitude which the shasiras command all Hindus to pay] to their 
rulers. 

92. In connexion with the recent question in Coureil regarding 
compensation to Mr. Clarke, the Hitavadi 
[Calcutta] of the 27th September writes that the 
Government is considering the question of compensating him, though, by its 
own admission, he suffered no pecuniary loss whatever. People are now 
asking what compensation Government is going to offer to Rajendra Narain 
Singh. If the latter’s losses and harassment are dismissed as consequent on 
steps taken in good faith by the district officers on police reports, the public 
will not feel satisfied. | 

93. The Sanjay (Faridpur] of the 13th September draws the attention 

VVV of Lord Carmichael to a case in which 
ee Mr. Thomson, Settlement Officer, Faridpur, is said 
to have lately slapped a clerk of the cess office 


Compensation for Mr. Clarke. 


under him, on the cheek. 
94. The Rangpur Dikprakash [Rangpur] of the 22nd September, referring 
wun Sibkiidiies idl thie Giant to the recent letter published in the Times of London 
N regarding the dangers of Pan-Islamism, remarks 
that it is unworthy of a responsible journal like the Times to create a panic in 
the couutry by publishing views like these. 
95. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 25th September ridicules the idea of the 
ree correspondent, who recently wrote on the dangers 
: of Pan-Islamism in the columns of the Times, that 
the Partition of Persia between Russia and England may lead to an outbreak 
among Indian Moslems. The orthodox section of the Indian people, both 
Hindu and Moslem, are all fatalists and think more of their spiritual welfare 
as individuals than their wordly welfare as nations. As for the Europeanised 
section of the population, both Hindu and Moslem, they are far too luxurious and 
ease-loving a set of people to do any work of serious activity. ‘The experience 
of the swadesht agitation shows what a worthless lot the Kuropeanised ‘* Babus”’ 
are. Europanised Moslems too, whether in India or in Turkey, are no better. 
They can talk big, but shrink from work, from self-sacrifice, from self- 
restraint. ‘Then, again, the natural situation in India is such a3 to makea big 
revolution impossible. Of course there may be petty riots, from motives of 
plunder mainly, and these, also, are possible if only somebody incites them, or 
the police neglect their duties. 4 | 
The policy of the present paper is to discourage the political methods of 
these Babus” and their Moslem counterparts, and to appeal to Government 
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to so rule the country that the people may live safely, doing their religious 
duties unhindered. ica 0 e eee eee 
September writes that while 


96. The Hitavadi Gn! of the 27th Sept 8 
2 eo ndian n pers areprevoen the law from at- 
c Chek tae Native Princes; Sir Williane Lee-Warner 
535 lately in a speech in London abused these Prin 
decrying their institutions wholesale; and their methods of government. Why 
should this worthy, who is best known to Indians for his ** Citizen of India 


and for having been assaulted by Basudev Bhattacharyya, be permitted to 
indulge in pranks which are forbidden and unlawful to the Indians? 


97. Referring to the recent cpr pr Ay an, ‘the Daily Bharat Mitra 
| 3 j 


Calcutta] of 
„„ less magnitude in a European country would have 
stirred the whole of Europe, and lakhs and lakhs would have been collected to 
alleviate the distress of the sufferers, but the philanthropic Christians do not 
consider it their duty to do anything to a * apan in her present calamity. 

98. The Al-Hilal ¶ Caloutta] of the 22nd September publishes a. letter of 
| its correspondent eriticising the 1 views ex- 
pressed in a previous issue (vide Weekly Report 
page 1105 2 75) regarding the advisability of entering into cordial relations 
with the Hindus and expressing its surprise at its overlooking the following 
verses of the Koran :—  — i’ 

„Do those who seek friendship with the infidels leaving aside the 
orthodox, desrve any r t at their hands? Let them remember that all 


Nations’s adviser. 


respect is due to God.“ The Holy Koran contains several such verses. The 


writer wonders that the Al-Hilal, which is so well-versed in the Holy Koran 
as to be able to quote from it to suit any topic and is determined to infuse 
Islamic spirit in the Muhammadan community by inculcating the lessons 
3 in the good old days, should be led astray into the darkness of infidelity 
and wish to carry othera, as well, into the same. | 
It should remember that the Muhammadans have now realized their 
mistake and are inspired by a new spirit. They should henceforth depend on 
thir own vigour and bid farewell to their torpid ‘condition. It is not necessary 
that the Mahammadans should depend on any one but God. If they utilize their 
full 1 they can form a stronger political association than the Congress 
itself. They can raise the pitch of their voices higher than the advocates of 
the Congress. Their failure so far has been due to want of unity among them- 
selves, specially the educated classes, for the masses have still such bigoted men 
among them as would hold fast to any idea that may be instilled in them. If 
they are even told to believe a rope to be serpent they will stick to that faith. 
It is, says the writer, the Al-Hilal and the Moslem League that have 
given occasion to the non-Moslems to say that the troubles of Persia and 
22 failure to secure a Charter for Moslem University and the modification 
f the Partition of Bengal, have compelled the Mubammadans to seek friend- 
ship with the Hindus, as if such friendship would bring a satisfactory change 
in their fortune. . ie ee ees 
The writer concludes his article with the words that friendship with the 
Hindus would do them no good, on the other hand will lose the respect they 
command at present—infidelity and Islam being incompatible with each other. 


Uriva Papers, 


99. The Utkaldipita (Cuttack) of the 2lst September supports the 
views of the Garjatbasint {Talcher] of the 14th 


with Bengel. 100 of Orissa September, which strongly objects to the rumoured 
re-union of Orissa with Bengal. In this connection 


it observes that even if the High Court of the new province be established at 
Ranchi, it will not satisfy the Uriyas, The jurisdiction of the Calcutta High 


Court over Orissa is by all means desirable, and the Chiles’ keel 
pray Government for the continuance of this b he people of Orissa 


47 


dber ‘observes that one of 


er ae eee 
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On the other hand, the Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 18th 
September, strongly pleads for the reunion of Orissa with Bengal. 
100. The Utkaldiptka (Cuattack] of the 2lst September reports that a 


y attended public meeting was held at Puri, 


| . largel 
et. ae lend Logitlative under the presidency of the Mahant of Emarmath, 


Council required. = with a view to move Government for granting the 
raiyats of Orissa the 3 of electing a member for the local Legislative 
Conncil. The editor of the paper remarks, it is very desirable that the raiyats 
should have their own representative in the Council, especially when an 
important agrarian measure like the Orissa Tenancy Bill is to be taken into 
consideration. | | 
101. Adverting to the decision of Justice Mukerji in the Bhagalpur 
3 Oppression case, the Utkaldipika (Cuttack) of the 
Hich Gnoomium on the Caleutis ist September remarks that it cannot be gainsaid 
8 f that but for the High Court the stain on English 
Government due to perversity of some District istrates would increase. It 
invites the attention of its readers to the independence and ability with which 
the Calcutta High Court and especially its native Judges, conduct the adminis- 
tration of justioe. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 


| Bengali Translator. 
BENdALI TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


Tie 5th October 1918. 
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LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEALT WITH 
BY THE BENGAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


[As it stood on 1st January 1919.) 


No. N ame of Publication. Where published.) Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. | Circulation. 
1 | Amrita Bazar Patrika | Calcutta Daily „Kali Prasanna Chatterji, age 48, Brahmin I, 600 to 4,000 
3 Bengalee . Ditto Do. * — Nath Banerji and Kali Nath |6,5C0 to 8,660 
8 |** Hindoo Patriot : Ditto oot De vw * 2 dn Reit e 800 to 1,000 
Small Cause Court, also contributes. 
4® | „ Indian Echo’’ Ditto „ | Weekly _... | Kunju Behary Bose, age 45, Kayastha... 600 
„Indian Empire” Ditto „Do. . | Kishori Mohan Banerji and H. Dutt . 3.000 
6 „Indien Mirror” Ditto Daily -- | Satyendra Nath Sen ene soe 1,000 to 1,506 
7 [Indian Nation Ditto Weekly . Noresh Chandra Sarbadhikari and] 1,000 
Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari. 
8 % Musalman” „Ditto „„ A. Rasuland M. Rahman eee 11,000 to 1,590 
9 | eis and Rayyet . Ditto „Do. „ | Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 61 years ... 400 
10 [Telegraph ve. | Ditto sacs Do. eo. | Satyendra Kumar Bose i 3.000 
11 | “Comrade” we. | Ditto i ! Do. oo. | Mr. Mubomed Ali, 3.4. (Oxon.), age 2,600 
80 years. 
12 | “Herald” »» | Dacca . Do. „Pryo Nath Sen — * * ees 
13 | “ East“ “tae « | Bieweekly ...) - cee 0 oes ees 
: 5 es + ends keen published for the last six months, and most probably it will not be published again. — 
Part II or tos Weexty Rerost. 


Additions to, and alterations in, the List of Vernacular Newspapers as it stood on the let June 1912, 


No. Name of Publication. Where publahoa| Edition. | Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
New E Worlds Messenger” ... No. 18, Kali} Monthly (Eng- Raghu Probir Mitra (Hindu), age 22 100 copies. 
Prasad Chakra-| lish). years. | 3 
berty’s Street. 
Do. |“ Current Indian Cases” | No. 1-1, College Monthly (Eng- Monindra Nath Mitter and Brothers] Ditto. 
(a law paper). Square, East. | lish). (Kayastha), age 33 years. 
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I. Fonrien Porxrics. 


_ The sympathies of all lovers of freedom and constitutional govern- 
ae a 0 ment in all parts of the world, writes the Bengalee, 
Russian policy in Persia. == will go forth to Persia in the terrible crisis through 
which she has been passing. In the north, Russia hus long been following a 
policy of annexation, and she has virtually annexed a part of the country. 
The atrocities she has been perpetrating in this part are worthy only of her 
own history and traditions, and of no other. England, indeed, is not expected 
to go to war with Russia for the sake of Persia, but there is a good deal which 
can be achieved by diplomacy. If only 1¢ was known that England held 
strong opinions as regards the desirability of maintaining the integrity of 
Persia, it is more than probable that Russia would have hesitated in her 
wantonly aggressive career. Sir Edward Grey, it is believed, can yet doa 
good deal in this respect. Will he not do it? The eyes of the whole Moslem 
world, and not the Moslem world alone, are upon him. 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— P olics. 


1632. Commenting on the methods of the Indian police in dealing with 
5 i crime the Amrita Basar Patria remarks that the 
ee. lice do not only observe an inexplicable reserve 
and uncommunicativeness when a crime is committed and keep the general 
public at arm’s length, but even make no scruples now and then in ill-treatir. 
and seeking to implicate the very man who chooses to come forward with an 
information. No wonder then that the public also keep at a respectable distance 


from, and give a wide berth to, the police. And yet the people are accused 


of want of co-operation! ‘There is another reason, too, that accounts for this 
deplorable inefficiency of the police to detect crimes. And that is the great 
obligation, they think they are under, to secure convictions anyhow. It is this 
pernicious idea that acts as a potent demoraliser on the rank and file of our 
myrmidons of law and makes them prefer rough and-ready methods, however 
foolish and however unscrupulous, to those demanding the exercise of tact, 
patience and intelligence. And this is all the more probable when they are 
as a class not only ill-paid and ill-educated but moreover under the direction 
of a head who is not unoften quite unacquainted with the language, manners 
and customs of the country. It is known that of late a welcome change in the 
spirit of some administrators is manifesting itself, — who have published resolu- 
tions condemning the policy of securing convictions anyhow. Nevertheless, 
ove or two such stray resolutions will barely touch the fringe of an evil which 
has become deeprseated. 
1633. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes:“ It looks at any rate like an 
attempt on the part of the police to punish him 
Nath Boy wacaie con Surendra anyhow.” These are the significant remarks passed 
by Chitty J. on the extraordinary case of Babu 
Surendra Nath Roy, a zamindar of Nadia, argued by Mr. K. N. Chandhuri 
before the Vacation Bench on the 27th September. Fancy, because a servant 
had died under suspicious circumstances pointing to foul play in the house of 
the mother of the petitioner, therefore the latter must be dragged into a pro- 
secution, firstly, for causing the servant’s death, and secondly, for not reporting 
the death to the police. In other words, the pleasunt proposal of the police to 
Babu Surendra Nath was something like this: ‘If you have committed the 
murder, well and good, come and be hanged for it. If you have not com- 
mitted it, well, we are sorry, but you must relieve our sorrow in part at least 
by going to jail for omission to report his death.“ Now this reads very much 
ike the celebrated Sphinx’s riddle. But it is all the same a hard reality by no 
means uncommon in our country, thanks to the inexhaustible resources of our 
penal laws as well as the indefatigable zeal now and then shown by our 
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1634. Writing on the Conference held by the District Magistrate of 
Dacea, on ‘Sanday lazt, with regard to the murder 
Marder of Ratilal Ray, head of head constable Ratilal Ray, the Bengalee gays 
W that the moral effect of such a Conferenſoe is 
bound to be great. For those: responsible for the government of the count 
to let it be distinctly understood that henceforth their policy will be one of 
trust in the people and their representatives, that will henceforth show 
by their public ‘conduct: that they believe popular leaders to be as much 
interested as themselves in the maintenance of order and in the prevention of 
orime is, indeed, a great step forward in the work of conbiliation in which the 
present Government is engaged. ‘Confidence such as this is bound to be 
reciprobated by the representatives of the educated community and to have a 
wholesome effect upon the great of the people. Phe paper en 
hopes that the example of the Magistrate of Daooa will be widely followed. 
1635. Writing on the same subject, the Amrita Basar Patrita remarks : 
N "What an amount of human suffering might have 
been avoided. if, months back, the ‘authorities 
instead of seeing spectres of sedition in every bush, resulting in indiscriminate 
house-searches, arrests and the posting of punitive police, had kept their heads 
cool, put some trust in the leaders instead of. suspecting them, and sought 
their co-operation in unravelling many an outrage which happened at the 
time |” 


(6—Working of the Courts. 


1638, Referring to the letter of the European Defence Association to the 


Government of India on the subject of the Calcutta 
and the Defence High Court, the Bengalee remarks that the charges 

brought by the Defence Association against the 
High Court are grave and amount to contempt of court. It is said, for 


instance, that the Calcutta High Court has become an arena for political 


intrigue,” and “that certain judgments have not been devoid of political bias.” 
That the High Court has become an arena for political intrigue” is a 
cbarge that not even the extremest of extreme Anglo-Indian papers have 
ventured to urge. It is a serious allegation, and the journal feels that the 
Government of India would fail in its duty if they did not insist upon 
evidence being adduced by the Defence Association in support of the ‘charge, or 
in the event of the Association failing to prove it, if the Government did not 
peremptorily demand the withdrawal of the charge and the submission of a 
suitable apology. The Government of India showed considerable solicitude 
in defending the Chief Commissioner of the Frontier Province and his subor- 
dinates against what it believed were unjust —— The Government 
is in * bound to protect the great tribunal which forms so important a part 
of the administrative machinery and which has contributed 80 largely to the 
contentment and happiness of the people over whom it exercises jurisdiction. 
The public will await with expectancy the action of the Government in this 
matter. The Association repeats the cry of the Times. It wants an enquiry. 
Let there be an enquiry. Only let it be conducted by independent experts, 
free from local bias or prejudice, and it shall be welcomed, for the conviction is 
strong that such an enquiry will vindicate the High Court and effectually 
silence the voice of calumny. ‘l'hat the High Court is free from all defects 
is improbable fora moment. Human nature being imperfect, human insti- 
tutions are faulty. The paper is at one however with the Defence Association 
in thinking that the delay and expense of litigation in the High Court, ‘and 
in ull other courts in the country, are serious evils. The impecuniousness of 
Government is answerable for them. | 

1637, On the same subject, the Indian Mirror writes:—The truth about 

t 


hia. e Caleutta High Court is that it lias all along held 
pare aloft an exalted standard of impartial and even- 
handed justice. During the troublous times of the recent unrest, the High Court 
of Calcutta did a signal service to the Empire by meting out even-handed justice. 
The credit for restoring peace and tranquillity to the land belongs in an emi- 


nent degree to that august tribunal, and (no matter what the European Defence 
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( 6% ) 
Axéotiation says, it is Well ‘kitown’ that the Oaleutta High Court under Sit 
— Jenteine enjoys the de ee régard as it did under 
the memorable administration of Bir Barnes Peacock. The law courts in 
generell have also upheld a High standard of justice under the chästening influ- 
ence of the High Court. The minor ihapss ‘of ‘delay and expéneiveness of 
justice, whith are raised ‘by the European Defenve ‘Assdeiation, may be brushed 
side. The immediate question for the Tadian ‘public is to make a united 
protest: against che attempt to disorsdit dhe High Court. The great public 
demdnstration held tindér the auspices of the British Indian: Association on the 
odchsivti of the High Court Jabilee, showsd the reverent feeling of the public 
towards the High Court. The journal talks upon the British Indian Association 
and ‘other publio bodies to Condemn with one voice the unwurratrted aspersions 
on the High Court. Let a publie mééting be held for this purpose at once, if 
necessary. In any date, the Indian public stieuld not allow the remarks against 
the High ‘Court to go unchallenged. 


(c)—Jasls. 


1638. The Bengalee understands that the Government of India have 
ordered an enqtiry into the circumstances which 
gp led to Ulldskar’s lunacy, and it desires to congra- 
tulate His Excellency the Viceroy upon the responsiveness to public opinion 
which he has shown in this and other matters. At the same time the journal 
desires to repeat what it has already said more than once, that the enquiry, to 
be useful and to serve its purpose, must be an independent enquiry and not a 
departmental one. A mere departniental enquiry, whatever its results, will 
not satisfy the public. If there is still a certain amount of misgiving in the 
public mind regarding the causes which led Indu Bhusan Ray to commit 
suicide, the reason is doubtless because the Government have not taken the 
public into their confidence as regards the sort of enquiry they held and by 
which they satisfied themselves that the suicide had nothing to do with the 
treatment which Indu Bhusan had received in jail, The misgiving would have 
been dissipated if the ‘enquiry had been, and had been known to be, a public 
one. Is it the ‘case that a few months ago Ullaskar was punished with a 
week's standing hand-cuff, and that a few days before he became mad he was 
again punished in the same way although the usual practice is not to punish 
anyone with more than 3 days’ standing hand-cuff at a stretch? Is it the case 
that on this last occasion the puniehment was more than he could bear and that 
on the fourth day of his punishment he dropped on the floor of his solitary 
cell and began to growl like a wild animal? . If an independent 


The 4ndamans. 


ny will show that these allegations are false, Government may depend 
upon the Bengales giying as wide a publicity to its findings as it gives to the 
legations themselves. it only hopes the enquiry this time will be a really 
independent one, so that no room for misgiving may be left. : 
1639. Commenting on the supposed official communiqué that ‘‘the mind of 


ne Ullaskar Datta, one of the prisoners in the Anda- 
| | mans, has given way as a result of malaria,” the 
Bengalee remarks:—‘“ But obviously there is a disposition to prejudge the case 
and to pronounce judgment before the enquiry has been completed. For, says 
the official communiqué : ‘ Ullaskar’s mind has given way as the result of malaria.’ 
Here is a definite view expressed while yet the matter is under investigation. 
With roperd to the opinion thus expressed, we haye a word or two to say. 
Malarial fever rages in an epidemic form all over Bengal. Thousands and tens 
of thousands die of it every year. Millions suffer from it. Will our doctors 
tell us in how many cases insanity is traceable to malarial fever? 
Then, again, both according to the official version and the report which had reach- 
ed us, it was high fever which in his case pregeded the loss of reason. What 
was the fever due to? Was it traceable to climatic conditions or the treatment 
which, it is alleged by our informant, was meted out to Ullaskar Datta, or was 
it the combined result of both? However that may be, now that the case is 
under the consideration of the Government of India, we trust that the whole 
question of the treatment of political prisoners will be reviewed and reconsidered. 
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Is it too much to hope that His Excellency the N taking a merciful view of 
the case, looking at it from the standpoint of his unha 
ciously pleased to restore him to them under such conditions as His Excellency 
may think fit? It would be an act of humanity which would produce a 
marvellous effect upon the popular mind.” peek l adh Bo nas 
1640. On the same 8 the Amrita Bazar Patrita remarks that 
the announcement is all the more inexplicable, 
because hitherto, according to both medical and Jay 
opinion, insanity was never known to be one of the sequel of malaria, hydra- 
headed though that malady is—not even in malaria-ridden Bengal, Liver and 
spleen enlargements, angmia, and general poverty of the blood and the like 
were hitherto known to be the results of malaria, but insanity never,—unless 
some severe mental shocks or physical sufferings of an abnormal type were 
superadded to the ravages of malaria, in which case it cannot be said to be a 
result of malaria. At any rate, misgivings like these that are by no means 
unreasonable or unjustifiable, need an early clearing up, 


The Andamans. 


(d Education. 


1641. Referring to the * ere the Mussalman ee A8 
we took our humble part in exposing, in the interest 

she Celeatin — of the public, the 5 of — and sale of 
question - papers in the Calcutta Madrassa and as apparently in response to the 
demand made in these columns the Government of Bengal appointed a com- 
mittee to enquire into the malpractices, the public, thinking that we are in 
the know, ask us as to what has become of the enquiry and what steps have 
been taken by the Government to punish the culprits. We must tell them 
that it is not possible for us to know much about an enquiry which was held 
with closed doors and anything about the report which the committee may 
have submitted to Governinent by this time. All that we can say is that the 
enquiry was not held in the manner in which it ought to have been done 
— that the report may not, accordingly, have been what it should have been. 
In view of the fact that the moral atmosphere of the Calcutta Madrassa is 
extremely unhealthy and the supervision of the higher authorities over the 
institution is very lax, we can very well understand the anxiety of the public 
as to how the scandalous practice, the exposure of which has convulsed the 
whole community, is dealt with by the Government of Bengal. We are, 
however, reluctant to believe that a Government of which Lord Carmichael 
is the head will allow the whole thing to end in smoke.” 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


1642. The Mussalman is gratified to hear that His Excellency Lord 
Carmichael is going to hold an informal confer- 
ence on the question of water supply in rural 
areas, with a view to focussing the opinion of those most intimately con- 
cerned, The question of water-supply in the mufassal is one of the 
burning topics of the day, and His Excellency will win the heartfelt 
gratitude of the people if during his administration of the province the 
problem is satisfactorily solved. The scarcity of drinking water that generally 
prevails in the months of March, April, May and June and that compels the 
people to quench thejr thirst with muddy or unwholesome water, and that, too, 
in many cases, brought from considerable distances, is often the cayse of the 


Rural water-supply. 


outbreak of epidemic and other diseases which destroy the health of hundreds 


of people and carry many of them to the grave. , . . It ig not unoften that 

the steeping of jute contaminates drinking water. The extremely careless 

manner in which jute is steeped is responsible for half the present-day suffer- 

jngs of the mufassal people. The cultivators, illiterate as they are, have no 

idea of hygienic rules and rinciples, and it frequently happens that the water 
y 


in which jute is ateeped fin its way to tanks which supp drinking watey 


py parents, may be gra- 


to the people. Moreover, ditches and cavities around the house of a jute- 
grower, where water accumulates in the rainy season, are all used, especially 
in many districts of West Bengal, for the purpose of steeping jute, and this 
water too is not infrequently used for domestic purposes. If drinking water 
must be kept pure and free from contamination the steeping of jute must 
be carried on at a certain distance from human habitation. When Lord 
Carmichael has taken up the question of water-supply in rural areas the 
journal hopes His Excellency will bestow his serious thought on this phase 
of the problem too. Ac stad 
1643. Referring to Sir George Campbell’s “ Memoirs” in which he had 
classified the roads as ‘provincial or district” 
The road-coss. and “local,” the Amrita Bazar Patrika asks 
that His Excellency will be pleased to classify the roads as Sir George 
Campbell did, and make the District Boards maintain, with the road-cess 
money, only those which affect comparatively small areas of land,“ that is, 
village roads and local paths, and trausfer the others to the Public Works 
Department of the Government which, as Sir George Campbell says, is bound 
to maintain them. Not only will this be an act of bare justice but one which 
will remove a gross and standing wrong, fastened on the road-cesspayers, 
from the very beginning of the imposition of the cess. It is provincial or 
district roads which swallow up the greater portion of the road-cess proceeds. 
Relieve the District Boards of these provincial charges, and ample funds 
will be forthcoming for putting a stop to the water difficulty and carrying 
out many other measures the benefits of which ‘will be brought home 
to the doors of the cess-payers”—benefits which are “palpable, direct and 
immediate.“ 
1644. On the same subject, the Amrita Bazar Patria writes: —“ For the 
i Bengali nation to exist they must live in rural 
8 tracts in some health and comfort; but it is 
impossible to improve our villages sauitarily unless the Road-cess Fund is 
set free to do this work. There is no other special fund at the disposal of 
the Government for such a purpose. This is our apology to revert to the 
subject again and again. Our object is to show that the fund has been 
ruthlessly devoted to objects for which it was never meant, and that the 
dreadful prospect before us—the gradual disappearance of the race from the 
effects of pestilence—may yet be averted by not merely earmarking the 
fund, but religiously spending every pice of it in such a way as to bring 
tangible benefits to the door of every villager.“ 


() — General. 


1645. In reproducing from the Bengales an account of an alleged case 
of cow - killing at Barrackpore the Telegraph re- 
marks that from what the complainant says it 
appears that the least zeal and effort would bring out the truth or falsity 
of the allegations. It should be the duty of the military and the civil police 
to find out this. If they fail they do not deserve to be what they are paid for. 
The Governments of India and Bengal should leave no stone unturned to get 
at the truth. When the complainant does not mention any names it cannot 
even be remotely suggested that he has been swayed by any animus or indivi- 
dual antipathy in making the memorial. He must have been honestly convinced 
of the fact before he could have dreamt of approaching the officer commanding 
the station. The journal thanks the Bengalee for having brought the case to 
light; and it earnestly beseeches the Government to move in the matter and not 
to rest contented with the utterly unsatisfactory reply of the commandant, 
It is not an ordinary case of theft, but a serious affair to every Hindu. 
The paper, moreover, prays Lord Carmichael to institute the strictest enquiry 
into the matter, for it is evident that the military authorities are indifferent. 
1646. The public is simply surprised, writes the Hindoo Patriot, at the 
unconscionable delay that kas already taken place 
. in aves by legislation, if necessary, the 
growing evil of eotton figure gambling which is Hiring to ruin thousands of 


A case of alleged oo. - killing. 
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men and women of all sorts and conditions, The journal does not for a moment 
under-rate the, diffioulties with which the problem is beset, The Anglo-Indian 
dearly loves racing and it has been the immemorial custom for the highest 
dignitaries of the State, from the Viceroy downwards, to publicly patronize the 
turf, If gambling on the ‘race-course, in which the stakes are counted by 
hundreds and thousands of rupees and trickery is not altogether unknown, is 
to he allowed to on merrily without check or hindrance, then how can 
cotton figure gambling or indeed any other kind of gambling be consistent] 
penalised ? The paper suspects this is the chief stumbling-bloek in the pa 
of those upon whom has devolved the task of drafting the Bill. But 
legislative skill, like faith, ought to be capable of removing—mountains, And 
while the legislature halts, the evil flourishes and the poor become poorer. 
It is admitted that no nation can be made virtuous by Acts of the Legislature. 
But this plague of gambling has become so widely prevalent, the misery it is 
causing has become so widespread, the growing number of offences against 
property which are direetly traceable to it, must compel every right-thinking 
man to call upon the authorities to leave no stone unturned in order to stamp 
out the evil. 1 


1647. The Telegraph writes :—‘' The public are 1 labouring under 
WWW prehension. We were, indeed, under the 
me ee the E. impression that Hon'ble Members of Executive 

Councils were parts and parcels of their respective 
Governments and that their duty was, not merely that of councillors but of heads 
of different branches of the administration. From announcements in the daily 
papers, however, it appears to us that this impression is not exactly a correct one 
for if we are correct in our supposition, these members, except when on official 
tours of inspection, should always be with the Government at its head-quarters. 
When, therefore, it is stated that one member of a Provincial Executive Govern- 
ment is about to spend a month at home, away from the present seat of Govern- 
ment, we naturally wonder if the administration of the department he is in 
charge of, is to take care of itself . . We therefore wish that the Govern- 
ment would be pleased to declare publicly what the conditions of their service 
are, what privileges and concessions are to be enjoyed by them, what latitude is 
to be given them such as is gl denied to subordinate officials. Once if 
these were known there would no longer be any cause for misapprehension. 
Unfortunately we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that official members of the 
Executive Councils are never absent from their posts except on official business; 


and that it is only in respect of Indian members that such complaints are 
heard.“ 


1648. Commenting upon certain objectionable observations which 
appeared in the Bhagalpur Gazetteer against the 
Congress Committee at Bhagalpur, the Bengalee 
now learns that under correction-slip, dated the 28rd May last, issued under 
the authority of the Government of Bihar and Orissa, the strictures passed upon 
the Congress Committee have been withdrawn. The slip, however, is not in 
the Bengalee copy and evidently it has not been circulated to all those to whom 
copies have been officially supplied. The next observation the paper has to 
make in this connection is that not one word of regret or apology has been 
expressed for allowing unfounded and serious allegations to be made in 
a public document against so highly responsiblea body as the Congress 
Committee at Bhagalpur. The Congress Committee owes it to itself to 
address the Government on the subject and demand retraction and repent- 
ance, As regards the allegations against the zamindars they have also been 
likewise withdrawn with the exception of those made against the late 
Maharaja of Sonbarsa, Babu Rash Behari Mondal and Babu Rajendra Narain 
Singh. Babus Rash Behari and Rajendra Narain have fought against magis- 
terial high-handedness, and this is their reward. In Bengal their fate would 
have been different, It is for the Bihar leaders to decide how they should 


The Bhagalpur Gazetteer. 


deal with such cases. They should insist upon the prohibition of the publica- 


tion of strictures * zamindars in public documents. These things used 


to be published in Bengal; but public opinion insisted that this should not be 
done and the Government has now accepted this view. | 
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1649. With reference to the candidature of Mr. Justice C is son for 
an appointment in the Provincial. Civil Service, a 
co ndent to the Bengale observes :—* In the 
Midnapore case, Mr. Chatarji sided with Mr. J. 
r LAS. | - Woodroffe. Of course, he has acted according to 
the best of his light and no one can blame him for that. But at the same time 
it is also true that the people generally are dissatisfied with the decision of the 
appellate court in the Midnapore case. If Mr. Chatarji’s son does not withdraw 
from the field an impression may be created on the public, rightly or wrongly. 
that Mr. Chatarji sided with Mr. J. Woodroffe in order to please the Govern- 
ment because his son is a candidate for a Deputy Magistratesbip. Mr. Chatarji 
ought to take this fact also into consideration and ask his son to withdraw.“ 

1650. Referring to the memorial sybmitted to His Excellency the 
Viceroy by the inhabitants of Orissa praying for 
the restoration of that division to Bengal, the 
Bengalee has no desire to minimise the difficulties of the Goverment in this 
concern. They have just, modified a great partition, and they may well 
hesitate, at least for the present, to modify the one for which they are them: 
selves responsible. At the same time the question is one which cannot be 
shelved. In India there is no class of questions which enters so deeply into the 
very life-blood of the commnnity as those affecting territorial boundaries, The 
people of Orissa, it is quite sure, will not allow this matter to sleep; the : agita- 
tion and feeling which such an agitation creates will continue. The clearest 
considerations of statesmanship demand that it should be allayed by a definite 
settlement of the question. Nor can the fact be overlooked that the 
longer the settlement is delayed, the greater will be the difficulties of ultimate 
revision; and in the meantime an irritating controversy embarrassing to the 
Government and unacceptable to the people will have been kept up. 

1651. The Amrita Basar Pairika writes: — A list of the 8 

made in connection with the new Capital at Delhi 
has been published. One can see that the lion's 
share, so far as the prize posts are concerned, has fallen to the white. The 
public are curious to have information on one point. What isthe total addi- 
tional cost thrown upon the public exchequer in consequence of this new ar- 
rangement ?” , ; 

1652. An Assam correspondent in writing to the Amrita Basar Patrika 
says that complaints of coolies arising from the 
contract system are referred to the very managers 
against whom they are laid before Magistrates, and illustrates his statement by 
(lescribing a typical case. Some time ago a cooly of the Isabheel tea-garden 
complained before the Subdivisional Officer of Karimganj that his wife had 
been kept detained there though not under any contract. And what action did 
the Magistrate take upon this complaint? He asked the manager for report, 
who, in reply, said that the woman was not in the garden, and the complaint 
was thus disposed of! The cooly however would not allow the matter to drop 
here, He moved the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet who is said to have 
interfered, but with no better result to the complainant, But the strange part 
of the story has yet to be told. The manager of the garden caused a com- 


Mr, J ustice D. Chatarji's son as 
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plaint to be instituted against the cooly for breach of contract with the result 


that the tables were turned and the man was put on trial. During the trial 
the clerk of the garden who deposed on the side of the Manager admitted in 
cross-6xamination that the woman referred to above was in the garden! So, 
one will see how the Magistrate who had disposed of the cooly’s complaint ou 
the strength of the report of the manager was served by that gentleman. Will 
Sir Arehdale Earle be pleased to put a stop to the practice of disposing of com- 
plaints of the kind in question in the way stated above? In the particular case 
‘under notice, be it said td the credit of the Magistrate, that, after the disposal 
of the Sahib’s complaint, he ordered the woman to be set free. 


III.—LEOIsLATIOx. 


1653. The Bengulee writes:“ Government servants are precluded from 
canvassing for the return of a member to the Ben. 
gal Legislative Council. Information has reached 
us, and we are prepared to give the names if required, 
that a Muhammadan Government officer in north Bengal is canvassing for 
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the return of an e-Government officer asa member for the Rajshahi Divi- 
sion. We protest against this proceeding, and ve trust Government will not 
allow its officers to meddle in popular elections. It is no part of their concern. 
Nor should the District Bo and Municipalities of the Rajshahi Division, or 
indeed of any division, return guasi- officials to the Council; men who. have 
passed the best part of their life-time in the service of Government in positions 
not calculated to inspire them with independence of views. Men of indepen- 
dence and grit are needed for our Legislative Councils, men who have shown 
these qualitlies in fighting the constitutional battles of the country. Let it be 
borne in mind that the District Boards and the Municipalities are the only po- 
pular constituencies that we have, and it would be lamentable ifthe members 
returned by them were quast-officials, wanting in the qualities of the true 
public man. The eyes of Bengal are fixed upon these constituencies, and they 
are expected to do their duty by returning the right sort of men. They must 
not listen to the sinister persuasions of Government servants seeking to secure 
the return of guasi-officials who might have been their guondam patrons. A howl 
of indignation will be raised from one quarter of the province to another if an 
of the District Boards or Municipalities vote for members to tbe local Council 
who have not as yet shown the qualities of courage and independence, so indis- 
pensable to the legislator.“ | 
1654. The Indian Empire writes :— India is the only country where 
anomalous laws sre enacted for the special privilege 
of a special class. From the special trials of British. 
born subjects to the special tells imposed upon certain articles, one has become 
accustomed to find similar legislation in the Statute books. Now, here is another 
instance of the kind. It had been the custom to make no distinction in regard to 
procedure pursued by Civil Courts to authorise the attachment of the pay of 
military officers, but the Government of India has issued circulars to all Local 
Governments to exempt in their Civil Courts the moiety of the salary of the 
military officers in execution of decrees!” . 
1655. Referring to the question of * oa ge of ol educated com- 
i munity in the Legislative Council the Amrita Bazar 
0 Pee ee — It will be seen from the steadily 
accumulating number of telegrams that are pouring into our columns from 
various centres of public opinion, that the feeling about the graduates being 
invested with the right of voting at Council elections is gaining both in volume 
and intensity. Indeed, a system of election under which the educated portion 
of the community have so little chance of getting in, stands self-condemned. 
We think we are the first to suggest a remedy for this evil in the shape of a 
general electorate composed of electors having a certain minimum of educa- 
tional qualification, including graduates. professors and schoolmasters, gentle- 
men following the learned professions of law, medicine, engineering, journ- 
alism and the like. Now that the revised Council Regulations are on the 
anvil, this is the psychological moment to press the claims of the educated men 
of the country. It is hoped the Government of Lord Carmichael won't, like 
its predecessors, turn a deaf ear to these very reasonable prayers ” 
1656. On the same subject, the Herald writes:“ If it be true that the 


1 privilege of representation ought to be extended to 

those who are best fitted intellectually and morally 

to use it with profit both to themselves und the Government, surely the graduates 
are entitled to a special representation in our Legislative Councils. The great 
injustice done to the educated middle classes in the present Council Regulations 
has practically served to disenfranchise the really able and worthy men. Now 
that a revision of the present regulations is in contemplation, it is hoped 
due consideration will be shown to the reul representatives of the people. The 
journal is glad to notice that the agitation for the representation of . gradu- 


ates is daily gathering volume and strength. But it must be stronger to make 
itself felt.“ 


Anomalous laws. 


VI.—MisckLLANROVUs. 


1457. It is needless to say,” remarks the Amrita Bazar Patrika, “ that no 


0 one more keenly feels than the promoters of the 
The SA mele. Swadeshi melu themselves, that such a tiny thing 
should be the outcome of the great national upheaval for developing the 
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industries of the country which was roused after the partition of Bengal. It 
verily reminds one of the mountain that was in labour and produced a mouse, 
and for this we are wholly to blame ourselves. We can make something out of 
this tiny affair, if, instead of articles of luxury, we manufacture those 
which are really useful.” 
1658. Referring to a reform of the Privy Council contemplated by Lord 
Haldane, the new Lord Chancellor, the Amrita 
Reform of the Privy Council. Basar Patrika hopes that his Lordship won't forget 
the position of India while carrying out hisreforms. For, if there is anythin 
which has given supreme and unique importance to the British Empire, of which 
the tribunal referred to by him is only a 4 it is oertainly India. Some of 
its recent decisions on Indian cases amply showed that Indian interests were 
rather jeopardised than served by the manner in which the Judicial Committee 
had been constituted and had given its decision. Hence the widespread feeling 
in India that if the Judicial Committee is to remain the final appellate 
authority over Indian tribunals, the Bench should, while hearing Indian cases, 
be so constituted as to include first-class English jurists and scrupulously 
exclude mediocrities and retired Indian or Anglo-Indian Judges with preposses- 
sions or partisan feelings. Otherwise it is far better that India be relieved of 
the jurisdiction of this august tribunal. 


J. S. WILSON, 
Special Assistant. 
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